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The R ichm on d-Sh im ad a F r ien d sh ip  
C o m m issio n  for the la s t  f iv e  y e a r s  has  
s e le c te d  a p erso n  from  R ichm ond to  
teach  co n v ersa tio n a l E rg lish  c la s s e s  in 
Shim ada w hile serv in g  as an a m b a ssa d ­
or to our s is t e r  c ity . H ence the term  
" T ea ch er-A m b a ssa d o r" . A ll p rev io u s  
te a c h e r -a m b a ssa d o r s  had b een  te a c h ­
e r s  in the R ichm ond U nified  School D is ­
tr ict; how ever, th is  w as not a sta ted  
q u a lifica tion . I w as gran ted  a two 
le a v e  of ab sen ce  from  Standard O il C o m ­
pany in order to p a r tic ip a te  in the p r o g ­
ram .

The teach in g  sch ed u le  s e t  up for m e  
by the Sh im ada-R ichm ond F r ien d sh ip  
C o m m issio n  w as s im ila r  to th at of p r e ­
v iou s te a c h e r s . The sch ed u le  did a llow  
for m o re  in d u str ia l v is i t s  and the opp or­
tunity to spend m ore  tim e with m y h o st  
fa m ilie s . B ut it  was e s s e n t ia l ly  a te a c h ­
ing sch ed u le , and a m o st enjoyab le e x ­
p e r ie n c e . Som e junior h igh  sch o o l c l a s ­
s e s  w ere  v ery  s im ila r  to c la s s e s  I had  
taught to  m y C hin ese sch o o l students in 
M alaya w hile  in the P e a c e  C orp s. Other 
c la s s e s  with adults w ere  eq u a lly  rew a r d ­
ing. B oth  students and adu lts in Shim ada  
are v e r y  eager  to le a r n  to  speak  E n g ­
l is h . The Shim ada C ity L ib rary  h as a 
language la b o ra to ry  w ith m any taped  
E n glish  co n v ersa tio n  le s s o n s .  Students, 
te a c h e r s  and c it iz e n s  u se  th ese  taped  
le s s o n s  in ord er  to im p rove  th eir  spoken  
E n g lish . E n g lish  is  taught in the sch o o ls  
beginning w ith the seven th  grade, w here  
som e tim e  is  sp en t on o ra l E n g lish . A f-  
+ r the seven th  grad e, th ere  is  in s u f f ic ­
ien t E n g lish  c la s s  tim e to continue the  
ora l approach in  sch o o l.

The f ir s t  two w eek s in Shim ada, I 
v is ite d  a ll the junior h igh  sch o o ls  and 
high sch o o ls  in the c ity . M ost of the 
tim e, the E n g lish  te a c h e r s  ask ed  m e to  
teach  th e ir  c la s s e s .  I u su a lly  u sed  the
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Xextbook as a guide, and gave the s tu ­
dents o ra l d r ills  on sen ten ce  s tr u c tu res  
th ey  w ere  studying or had a lrea d y  stu d ­
ied . S e v e ra l E n g lish  sounds are  f o r ­
e ign  to the Jap an ese  language ( th, s i, 
and 1, for exam ple); th ere fo re  m uch  
tim e w as sp en t on pronunciation  d r il ls .

F o rtu n a te ly  for m e, the Japan ese  
langu age d oes not con ta in  any sounds 
w hich are  fo re ig n  to E n g lish . A few  are  
d ifficu lt, lik e  tsu  or ng, but a ll a re  p r e ­
sen t in E n g lish . Q uite o ften  I taught one 
each  of the seven th  , eighth  and ninth 
grade c la s s e s  in a m orning, so I becar.v  
fa m ilia r  w ith a ll the sen ten ce  s tru c tu re:  
junior high sch o o l stu d en ts w ere  le a r n ­
ing . Many t im e s  c la s s e s  w ere  combined 
w hich  m ade individual r ep etitio n  im p o s ­
sib le ; but u su a lly  I m ade it around the 
c la s s  once or tw ice .

Student r ea c tio n s , w hen they w ere  
p u zzled , w ere  v e r y  am using to m e . If 
g ir ls  cou ldn 't sa y  the r igh t thing on 
cue, they would s la p  th e m se lv e s  in the 
fa c e . B oys would scra tch  th e ir  heads  
in a s im ila r  s itu a tion . When Jap an ese  
ask, "M e?", th ey  point to th eir  n ose  
with th eir  index finger; not to their  
c h e s t  with th eir  hand.

During the lunch p eriod , I would  
ea t and ta lk  w ith the E n g lish  te a c h e r s .  
They ( and the students a lso ) w ish ed  
m o stly  to hear a native sp eak  E n g lish . 
They tr ied  v e r y  hard to u se  the opp or­
tunity to im p rove  th eir  own E n glish , 
sh o r t though the tim e w as. During the 
afternoon , I often m et w ith student 
groups to answ er th eir  q u estion s about 
R ichm ond, C aliforn ia , m y fa m ily , e tc .

During the sch o o l vacation , which  
began  in m id  ju ly , I taught c la s s e s  in 
the C ity H all for a ll in te r e ste d  students  
and ad u lts. I 'll  w rite  about so m e of m y  
e x p e r ie n c e s  in th ese  c la s s e s  next w eek .

--H a g en  -  sa n

'



In terestin g  and so m etim es  am using  
a r t ic le s  fro m  old R ichm ond and P oin t 
R ichm ond n ew sp ap ers, c o u r te sy  of the 

Richm ond m u seu m .
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Septem ber 30, 1921:
"POETRY OUTBURST  

LEADS TO 
D I V O R C E  "

" E rn est C alhoun's so u l w as f i l le d  
with p o etry  when h is  w ife  le f t  tow n. He 
com p osed  a sonnet 
fa ir ly  tin gling  
w ith co lo r , 
v erv e , in tr ig ­
uing m atter  
and r ea l  
tough luck .

A rm ed with 
the son n et as
E xhib it A of

*  • - r  . ,

m a scu lin e  u n - /  
fa ith fu ln ess , 
h is  w ife appeared  
b efo re  Judge 
Shenk and secu red  
a d iv o rce .

F ollow in g  is  the fa tefu l ly r ic , now  
rep osin g  in  cou rt r ec o r d s;

•When m y W ife's Away'

Of a ll the in sid io u s
T em ptations invid ious  

D e v ise d  by the D ev il 
F or pulling m en  down,

T here is  none so  e lu s iv e ,
Sed u ctive, ab u sive  

Than the sn a re  to a m an
When h is  w ife 's  out of town.

He fe e ls  such d e lig h tfu ln ess ,
S ta y - o u t-a ll -n igh tf ulne s s 

And su re  to g e t tigh tfu ln ess  
I owe< i f  w ith pain,

A so r t  o f b lack  r a k ish n e ss ,
What w ill  you ta k ish n ess ,

It's  hard  to  exp la in .

6.

1Mjpori Qhurcb
H is w ife m ay be beautifu l,

Tender and dutiful,
It i s  not her ab sen ce  

That c a u se s  d eligh t.
B ut the c u r se d  opportunity  

That b a le fu l im m unity  
That s c a t te r s  h is scr u p le s  

A s day s c a t te r s  night.

(That did it.')

Septem ber 11, 1914:

"FISHERMAN HAS
EXPER IEN C E WITH 

MARINE MONSTER"

"Hooking a bubm arine  
in stea d  of a sa lm on  

is  som e fea t, but th is  
w as done y e s t e r ­
day afternoon  by  

Captain M artin  U l-  
r ic h s  of the launc’ 

G erm any w hile  
he w as fish in g  

- - o ff the q u aran ­
tin e sta tio n  at A ngel 

On the launch with 
U lr ich s  w ere  W illiam  L in d sey , R obert 
Jan sen  and P e r c y  F ox, d 1 o f A lam eda. 
The q u artet w as seek in g  sa lm on , when 
U lr ich s  hooked som eth in g  b ig .

The cap ta in  tr ie d  to r e e l  in, but 
it  w as no u se . Suddenly the launch  
co m m en ced  to r id e  backw ard through  
the w ater at g r ea t sp eed . U lr ic h s'lin e  
h eld  and he sta y ed  with the q u arry .
He thought he had a w hale .

Suddenly the su b m arin e r o s e  out 
of the w ater and it  d evelop ed  it  was 
the K -27 of the govern m en t f le e t .

U lr ich s  r e c e iv e d  a few  sharp  c o m ­
m ands fro m  the o ff ic e r  in charge  
and he se v e r e d  h is  lin e  and the war 
v e s s e l  resu m ed  h er  m a n eu v ers .



THE F ollow in g  a r tic le  from  an old R ichm ond new sp aper was sen t to H elen  
K ocber by Anna S ch w arts: -

. X

The whist party held at the St. 

Francis b aw  oa Saturday evening 
by Mrs. McDuff for th« baaafit of

cal selections by Miss Terest Gal- 
bally of San Franclaeo and Miss 
Joste Boyd of San Jose.

Owi Lady of Mercy church was aXx 
tettdad hjr Moss to two hundred 
pooyle. The interior of the hotel 
had bees beautifully decorated for 
the occasion and the party was one 

.. of the biggest events of Us kind 
bold on the west side of this city 
for some time

The prise winners for the evening 
were: Ladies' first prim, cut glass 
dish, Miss Kate Riordan; ladies’ 
sesnnd prise, cream and sugar bowls, 
Mrs. WsMi; gentlemen’s first prise, 
silver shaving sot, D. Oerrjty: g*n- 
ttsmen's second prise, flesh light, 
M. Corcoran. Following tbs award­
ing of the prises dainty refresh­
ments were served by the hesteee. 
The remainder of the evening was 
tabea up with a short program which
coaslstad of several vocel and must-

....

»

W elcom e hom e M ildred  and Jack  
P aeth  after  a su m m er tra v e lin g  in A l­
aska, then to O regon, L os A n geles, 
and Y o se m ite , using R ichm ond for  hom  
b a se  in  -b etw een . Ah retirem en t.’ 
D idn't le a v e  Jack much tim e to m is s  
the F ir e  D epartm ent.

Now "at hom e" in F o r t L ew is , W ash­
ington is  S tan ley  H aw kins.

+++++++++

We w ish  stren gth  to m em b ers  of our 
w eaker sex , n am ely  F r a n c e s  Sm ith, H e l­
en C rim  and M rs. R ob ert W alker. 

++++++++++

In noting the p a ssin g  fo rm er  P oin t 
r es id e n t G eorge B y er s  and father of Kay 
W hite, fr ien d s  w ill r e c a ll  som e of the 
ch ef d in n ers he a s s is te d  with at the M e­
th o d ist Church.

++++++++++

B ela ted  con gratu la tion s to D odie P e r ­
ry  for being " h o stess  of the w eek" in that 
other lo c a l p ap er .

+++-M--H-+++

T here is  m uch to be sa id  about the 
new m en 's  tu rtlen eck  sw e a te r s  - -  they do 
p r e se r v e  th e .fa m ily  t ie s .

++++++++++ ,

What im age do you p ro ject?  When 
you look  in a m ir r o r  , do you s e e  an inner  
h a p p in ess?  r?

++-H-+-H-++++


