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COME JOIN US AT THE
JOINT MEETING AND SONG FEST <

A Get-Together with Members of the San Pablo, Richmond
E/ Cerrito and Pinole History Groups at
Linsley Hall, 235 Washington

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
7:30 p.m.

Featuring the Point Richmond Madrigal Singers,

Susan Amacker and other guest singers

and, YOU!

—In a Sing-Along led by Kevan Kidd and others,
of Music Gathered by Ann Roberts —
Mostly Oldies — Songs of California and Local Songs,

(If you have an old school song or other local song, bring it along!)

Refreshments will be Served
(Since we are hosting other groups, extra cookies will be welcomed—
Call 235-4222 if you can help out!)

NEW BUSINESS...
by Donna Roselius

The Board voted and welcomed in Jerry
Cerkanowicz as the much needed Indexing
Chairman at its August meeting.

POSTCARDS AVAILABLE —

Indian Statue postcards are available
from the History Association, by calling
235-4222, or at Trannie Dorman’s Richmond
Supply Company at 145 W. Richmond, or
at Sherry & Bob’s, 201 W. Richmond; OR
at the September 28 Indian Statue Day, in
the Community Center.

NEW PUBLICATION —

“The Unofficial History of Point Rich-
mond’, a condensed version of ‘‘high and
low points™ in our history, has been pub-
lished by the Association, and is for sale
for a condensed price — 50 cents. Written

for people who want a quick picture of the
past, or who just don’t like to read history,
the booklet is available through the same
sources as those listed above for postcards.
New members may receive a compliment-
ary booklet at one of our meetings.

NEW CALENDAR!

A 1986 Historical Calendar is now avail-
able from Board members and stores listed
above. Be sure to get one — they’re only
$3.00, and they make a great gift, too.The
picture on the Newsletter cover is a repro-
duction of the photograph on the calendar.
On each month there are trivia notes indis-
pensible to anyone living in or interested in
Point Richmond. Funds from the sale of
the calendars will help us produce a larger
version next year with photozgraphs for each
month.



ARCHIVES REPCRT
by Teresa Albro

Welcome to our newest board member
and Archives committee member, Jerry Cer-
kanowicz. Jerry has accepted the chairman
position of the Indexing Committee. Thank
you, Jerry! It is an important job and we
were looking for someone to undertake the
responsibility of this project. Hopefully, the
first index will be published soon.

We were so energetic this summer. Util-
izing the various pieces of information that
the History Association has gathered the
past few years, a group of us put together
a calendar for 1986. The profits realized
from selling the calendar will be used to en-
hance the archives. The calendar committee
includes Deirdre Cerkanowicz, Donna Rose-
lius and Teresa Albro, plus Pam Wilson, Liz
MacDonald, Jerry Cerkanowicz and other
members of the board.

DONATIONS TO THE ARCHIVES. . .

Thanks to Mary Basile, who has provided
us with additional information about Trini-
ty Episcopal Church, now Linsley Hall, in a
brief historical document written by Flor-
ence Viano.

According to the account, regular ser-
vices began here on December 8, 1901, and
Trinity Mission was formally organized in
June, 1902. In 1906 a site at Washington
and Nicholl Avenues was purchased, with
formal opening of the church on January 2,
1908. In 1922, another Episcopal church at
10th and Barrett was built:and in 1940, the
Point church was sold, and the two congre-
gations consolidated, building a church at
37th and Roosevelt.

The Reverend Carlos Shelton Linsley,
after whom Linsley Hall has been named,
served Trinity Church from 1908 to 1915.

-00-

THIRTY-TWO PHOTOGRAPHS were

reprinted for our archives by Paul J. Brown.
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The photos are a valuable addition to ©
archives, showing scenes from the very ea
days to post-World War II. Many thanks
Paul Brown for his fine donation!

-00-

Clippings from old newspapers that we
found as she remodeled her home were ¢
nated by Jean Swanson. Such ‘finds’ are
ways appreciated.

-00-

The Calendar photograph, reproduc
and printed by Richmond Printing Compa
from a picture in the Don Church collectic
is considered an addition to our archives t
cause it is an enlarged improvement on t
original photo, thanks to their skill.

-00-

Two beautiful large photographic rep
ductions of the Old Firehouse and adjac
buildings have been donated to our archi
by Attorney Douglas Lord. They will be
view during the Indian Statue Festival
September 28 in the Community Cent

Our sincere thanks to Mr. Lord. 1
huge photographs will be a center of inf
est in our displays of memorabilia!

-00-

MEMBERS

Pam Wilson, membershi
chairman, 521 Western
Drie.

Thank you to the following memb
who have renewed their memberships t

month:
Emma Austin
Patricia Behrens
*  Alan W. Bourke
Nell C. Brooker Roselius Family
Anita Brougham Joe Savill
Deirdre Cerkanowicz ~ Goldy Shrewsbury
Louis Cunan Lucille Smith
Wm. &Clarice Stribley

And welcome to the following new me
bers:
Harold Lucas family  Sally Riggs

* History Preserver

Edna Delmore
Eleanor Hurley
Louise Novarini

(P lease let us know if we have made any error
listings).
-00-



SING ALONG!

Most of the sing-along songs in the Sep-
tember 26 Song Fest will be familiar ones.
this one’s tune (“My Bonnie”) is well known
but the words aren’t. Since we can’t count
on vocal support from the other groups, you
might want the words beforehand . . .

BALLAD OF THE POINT

(to the tune of “My Bonnie Lies over the Ocean”
1. by Donna Roselius
There once was a beautiful island —
It sat on the edge of the Bay.
For years only Indians lived there
Eating shellfish and fishing all day.
Then came
Spaniards,
Their cattle and horses roamed here and there;
Rancho
San Pablo
Included that island so fair.
2.
More white men came over the mountains,
More white men came in from the sea.
They saw all the land on that Rancho
And each one said ‘this is for me’.
Survey
Parties

Named this spot Point Richmond,but who knows why?

Specu-
lators
Found ways to turn wet land to dry.

3.
Augustin Macdonald walked out here.
He climbed Nicholl Nob and exclaimed,
‘This place should be used for its beauty —
Or — for commerce it may become famed.’
Santa
Fe came
They put down their tracks, tunneled thru the hill;
Next came
Standard —
They built their refinery on fill.
4.
A boomtown is what then developed.
They called it Pittsburgh of the West.
The bars, boarding houses and brothels
Were num’rous, it must be confessed.
Then came
fam’lies,
Their houses popped up all around the hills,
And four
Churches
Took care of their spiritual ills.

5.
Professor Botts— he built an airplane,
A steam powered flying machine.
In 1903 it was ready
On Nicholl Nob it could be seen.
Then came
Storm winds
And blew that great aeroplane off the Nob.
Ina
Shambles —
The plane, and its maker (oh, sob).
6.
The West Side Improvement Club did it —
They gave us a fountain, and more —
An Indian Statue stood on it,
and stayed ‘till the Second World War.
Then, late
one night
A truck driver knocked that old statue down.
But a
new one
Now stands proudly over the town.

John Nicholl believed C.L. Coffer,
Who said there was oil in this hill.
He drilled a well, but he found water
Which later our Plunge did help fill.
And the
Tunnel
Went through the hill, with roads ‘round the well.
Taking
Autos
To Kozy Kove Park — it was ‘swell’!

8.
The East Brother’s Light Station horn blew,
A Chinese Shrimp Camp was nearby.
A Whale Station soon was established,
And Winehaven, —‘till we went ‘dry’.
Prohi-
bition —
The Navy stores fuel now, the wine is gone.
Auto-
mation
Is here, but the Lighthouse lives on.
9
We’ve had ups and downs in Point Richmond —
We boomed, then we settled back down. . .
Then bulging, near bursting in war-time;
But post-war? — A small, sleepy town.
But that
Village
Because of its beauty, began to grow.
Old Point
Richmond —
The best place to live that we know.



THE ARTIST AS ORGANIZER:
A Visit with Hazel Salmi
by Alexandra A.Gautraud

Community needs focused Hazel Salmi’s
energies as organizer, mover, teacher and
artist.

“I operated in relationship to needs,”
she recalled. “What were community needs
became the next phase of growth for the
Art Center.”

And indeed since 1936 there has never
been a lull in the dynamic presence of the
Richmond Art Center. But the story begins
much earlier along Indian Creek where Hazel
spent her summers away from the fog of
San Francisco. Under the tall red woods and
in the meadows of the valley, Hazel sketched
and painted the beloved scenes of her grand-
parents’ home.

From these early beginnings she decided
toattend the California School of Fine Arts.
Hazel entered the normal school program
and completed with a certificate in art edu-
cation.

In the early days of her marriage, Hazel
taught art classes and designed stage settings
for the Girls’ Club of San Francisco.

In 1921 the Richmond School District
recruited her husband to organize metal
shop classes for Richmond Union High
School. For some time Hazel continued her
work with the Girls’ Club in the city but
began to see a need in Richmond for arts.
crafts and flower arranging. Soon her talents
were serving community needs on this side
of the Bay.

“I offered classes in flower arrangement
because I was with the garden club,” she
said. “You see it was just a matter of growth
and doing what was needed.”

During their first years in Richmond
Hazel and her husband moved every year
until finally making their home for five years
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In 1986, the Richmond Art Center will celebrate its
Fiftieth Anniversary, and its founder, Hazel Salmi.

at Barrett and Tenth Street. Hazel haunted
the Point Richmond area and the city re-
cords office seeking land along the shore. In
the early 30’s property transferred hands
as payment for unpaid debts. As the Depres-
sion deepened Hazel contacted a widow in
Los Angeles whose doctor husband had ac-
quired five shoreline Point Richmond lots
as payment for a debt.

“She wrote me that she was coming up
to this area,” Hazel remembered. “She would
set a price while she was here. She arrived in
a taxi; got as far as the top of the hill. She
wouldn’t come down to look at the proper-
ty. From the distance of reservoir hill she
set the price at $1235 per lot.”

The water company wanted one lot
which was an overflow area right of way for
their tank on the top of the hill. The Salmi’s
purchased two lots and the adjacent lots
were purchased by the Hills who were teach-
ing colleagues.

Hazel planned the house to match the
levels of the slope. She borrowed a transit
from her step-father and brother, who were
builders in Mendocino.



“With my son I took the measurements
and the levels,” she recalled, *‘so, I did all
the actual planning and my step-father and
brother did all the structural planning. Ar-
chitecture — that is really where I belonged,
but then I just loved it.”

Hazel and her husband worked alongside
her step-father and brother. Hazel did the
brick work. When she was planning the fire-
place, George Hendry who was then con-
structing his home on Cypress Point made
from adobe brick, driftwood timbers of deli-
cate lace work and teak from the abandoned
salmon fishing fleet in Alameda Harbor,
offered her a wonderful thick piece of teak
for a mantel piece. This weathered piece of
timber remains today as a centerpiece for
the living room.

In 1934 the home was complete and the
Salmis moved in. Also, at this time someone
suggested that the art program might come
under the WPA Emergency Educational
Program. Thus, she was hired under the pro-
gram and was able for the first time to use
various school buildings whenever space was
available.

“I was paid $93 per month, which was
really the beginning of the Art Center,” she
recalls. “I used the money for supplies be-
cause up to that point I had supplied materi-
als myself.”

In 1936, Roosevelt Junior High School
offered the young art group a dusty store-
room for their classes. Hazel rolled up her
sleeves and began to prepare the room for
her students. As the clutter of many years
disappeared. the true possibilities of the
room began to emerge. This converted store-
room had been a science classroom and con-
tained ¢ sink and benches — a perfect home
for the art and crafts program. Thus, this
single unused classroom became home for
the Art Center and for Hazel this signaled
the end of treking on trolley lines.

By 1939 the WPA began to phase out
their Emergency Educational Programs. Bu:
with true grit and determination Hazel pui-
sued a dual sponsorship with the schools and
the Recreation Department for the Art Cen-
ter.

Funds had been available for some time
through the school program for sports acti-
vities. However, Hazel was and continues tc
be firmly convinced that the citizens o
Richmond need a well rounded recreatio
program that recognizes the esthetic need
to explore the arts — visual, dance, music.
drama.

The dual sponsorship of the Art Center
successfully bridged the gap between th
Depression years to the heart of World Wa:
II. Under the Lanham Act funds flowed
once again into the program and met the
expanded needs of the war population ex-
plosion. Nine community centers developed
in each of the housing units. A sense of ur-
gency pervaded the planning and develop
ment of a much needed program.

“We were already doing things for tl
Recreation Department in the whole area ¢
crafts, music, drama,” Hazel retold, “so th:
whole thing was put in my lap from the Rec-
reation Department because they had nor
been doing these things.”

“The activity grew tremendously durin -
the war years. There will never again be
quite as broad a scope.”

In the midst of the war the city of Rich-
mond began to think of a new home for it:
government. At the Eighth Annual Exhil
tion by the Art Center, a public meeting wa
held to discuss the development of a civ..
center for Richmond.

Walter Helms, school superintendent.
who had been such a great help for the Art
Center through the developing years, was
behind the move to establish a Civic Cente-
Timothy Pfleuger of the architectural fim
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Miller and Pfleuger was very sympathetic to
the inclusion of art activity in the commu-
nity buildings.

“We submitted our plans to Timothy
Pfleuger and had his support as well,” Hazel
recalled. “It isn’t that any one person does
anything. I'm so aware of this; maybe it
takes someone to steer or commence to
bring things together, but one person contri-
butes. then another, and another. They are
all building blocks to the same thing.”

In 1951 the Art Center opened and has
never experienced aslow moment since then.

“] bpelieve it still lives because it did
make this logical and physical growth from
something small into something needed step
by step, ~’she said. “It was not superimposed
but grew out of the community. That’s prob-
ably why it has never stopped. There has
never been a lull; there never has been a
time when it was not exciting.”

Hazel Salmi envisioned the development
of the Art Center as a rounded art group
that supported ballet and a symphony or-
chestra.

“The Art Center has developed along
different lines than T had foreseen,” she said.
“I thought there was a need for music. We
organized the orchestra as a distinct entity
itself but associated with the Art Center.
Then we brought in the dance.”

Eileen Kehoe began classes in the large
gallery. This improvised rehearsal lall be-
came home for the Richmond Ballet. Many
recitals followed with a full ballet staged
cach vear with the Richmond Symphony
Orchestra. In time these two enterprises did
not continue to develop. And in 1978 with
the impact of Proposition 13 the Richmond
Art Center became a private, non-profit cor-
poration.

Today the Art Center is devoted to the
visual arts with a three pronged program:
oducation, exhibition and outreach. Through
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these programs and under the direction of
Kathryn Reasoner the Center continues a
tradition of art and community.

On September 17 Fall Classes begin with
1 wide selection in painting, jewelry, ceram-
ics and textiles. The Exhibition, “Scuipture
in the Courtyard”, continues through No-
vember 14.

On September 28 from 1 to 4:00 p.m.
the Center is planning a maskmaking extra-
vaganza with Andree Thompson, Valerie
Otani, Javier Sandoval and other guest art-
ists. This free event complements the exhi-
bition of masks in the galleries.

Richmond Art Center hours are as fol-
lows:

Office Tuesday thru Friday 9:30-4:30
Gallery Tuesday thru Friday 10:00-4:30
Saturday and Sunday 12:00-4:30

-00-
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Wm. Condry

TAILOR
SUITS MADE TO ORDER
Cleaning. Pressirg and Rzpairing

In Opera House POINT RICHMOND. CAL.

1613 ad, courtesy 2ichmond Museum

IF YOU PURSUE TRIVIA, see if you can
answer thisone. ..

Who is responsible for the Eucalyptus trees
that at one time were considered a quick re-
medy for a treeless landscape, (but are now
considered a hazard because of dropping
limbs, shallow roots and affinity to fire?)
The answer was given in a June 21, 1935
Richmond newspaper by Point resident
Mrs. Fred Neville:

The seeds were sent from Australia by the
Rev. Bishop William Taylor, for whom the
large memorial hotel in San Francisco was
named. Bishop Taylor, of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, while in Australia, con-
ceived the idea of sending the seed to his
son, E.K. Taylor who was later mayor of
Alameda, and the seed, distributed by
nurserymen, has accomplished the beauti-
ful result we now behold. While he lived,
Mayor Taylor was a warm personal friend
of the Fred Nevilles.

e
—————————




Points in the Past

Articles that appeared during this month, 70.
60, 50, 40 and 30 years ago, from the Rich-
mond Independent and the Point Richmond

Record, courtesy of the Richmond Library. NO WATER TO FIGHT FIRES

70 YEARS AGO ...

by Deirdre Cerkanowicz

“That the Hill Boulevard on the West
Side will become a reality is practically cer-
tain.

“At a meeting called by the West Side
Commercial Club last night at the Washing-
ton School, more than one hundred proper-
ty owners and residents were present to dis-
cuss the proposition.

The route of the boulevard as adopted

last night differs with that originally planned.

The route begins at the municipal tunnel, to
Mintzer, up the hill to Pacific street, along
Pacific to Scofield avenue to the Salt Water
pumping station of the Standard Oil com-

pany.” —September 2 1915

PIONEER RESIDENT DIES
“Alden Lawrence, for fifteen vears a
resident of Richmond, died yesterday at

noon at his home, 27 Nicholl avenue.”’
—September 8, 1915

DREDGING PLANS

“Plans to dredge a fifteen foot channel
from the bay to the entrance of the slough
in the inner harbor were discussed at the
meeting of the council last night. The work

would cost $13,000. -September 8, 1915

“A startling condition in the matter of
fire protection in this city has been developed
by the Richmond Fire Department’s recent
investigation concerning water pressure from
the hydrants of the People’s Water compa-
ny. Several tests were made by Chief La-
Moyne and his assistants. Some of the tests
were made on the Washington Hill and other
points along Macdonald avenue and a pitiful
lack of pressure everywhere was found.

“A test made at the top of the hill
brought practically no pressure at all al-
though the hose used was only 100 feet in
length.

“All this goes to show that so far as the
actual protection from the Richmond Water
System for fire purposes is concerned there
is practically none, although the city has
spent thousand upon thousand of dollars
on fire-fighting paraphemalia.”

—September 11, 1915
KNOCKED BY A BLOCK

“H. Stewart, a car repairer at the Santa
Fe was seriously injured yesterday noon
when a block of iron fell from a car onto his
head. Stewart was knocked unconscious. He
was taken to the Abbott Emergency Hospi-
tal and after an examination by Dr. C. L.
Abbott removed to the Morton Hospital in

San Francisco. September 11, 1915
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TCHERASSY SUED

“T.Tcherassy and his wife, Ada F.Tche-
rassy, proprietors of the Point Theater, are
made defendants in 8 suit brought yester-
day at Martinez for $3000 by Clare D. Hor-
ner, representing the estate of George Clark.

“It is alleged . . . Tcherassy, then resid-
ing in Fresno, borrowed $2000 from Clark.
Shortly afterward Clark died and hisson . ..
took over the estate.

“Tcherassy then secured the loan of an-
other $1000, a small amount of which he
paid. Since that time he has made no other
payments with the result that Clark com-
menced action against the theater man to-
day.” —September 14, 1915

FIRE — ALARM

“Fire on the Marin shore last night short-
ly after 8 o’clock frightened inhabitants on
the west side and an alarm was turned in
from box 215 at Golden Gate and Marin.
Fire Chief Roy Lemoyne and the companies
of the fire department sighted the red glow
on the horizon from the west side and for a
few moments. it was feared that the West
side was doomed. . . However, an investiga-
tion showed that it was necessary for the
flames to leap across the bay before any
damage could be done here.”

—September 14, 1915
RAAB SUES AGAIN

“Suit will be filed today by George Raab,
employee of the Standard Qil company,
against the People’s Water Company, for
several thousand dollars damage for ‘defam-
ation of character’. The case is based on the
payment of a seventy-five cent meter box
lock! Recently Raab had some difficulties
with the water people because he claimed he
had been overcharged for water.

“The water people shut off the water
and placed. they claim. a lock on the meter
box. Raab settled the bill but the water com-
pany claims that when they came to turn
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on the water, the lock on the meter box had
disappeared. Therefore a bill for seventy-
five cents was sent to Raab. He refused to
pay it and claims that the water interest in-
timated that he had stolen the lock.

“Raab recently came into prominence
when he sued the estate of the late Repsold.
the ‘Perfumed Burglar’, who drowned at-
tempting to escape from San Quentin. He
had some difficulties with Earl Ritchie the
prize fighter but these were amicably set-
tled.

“Raab is determined to fight the case to
a finish, he says.”  —September 22, 1915

AUTO TURNS TURTLE ..
FOUR LOCAL PEOPLE NEAR DEA TH

“In an automobile accident in Marin
county on the road between San Quentin
Point and San Rafael, four Richmond resi-
dents narrowly escaped serious injury. The
four in the machine were Mr. and Mrs. C.E
Bennett, 23 Tewksbury avenue and daughter,
Mr. and Mrs. R. Tcherassy,proprietor of the
Point Theater on the West side.

“According to the version of the acci-
dent given by the San Rafael police. the
automobile skidded and tumed turtle. The
occupants were pinned beneath the machine.
They were released and rushed to the Cot-
tage hospital where it was ascertained that
none was seriously wounded.

“The party in Bennett’s machine left
Richmond yesterday morning for an auto-
mobile trip through Sonoma county. It was
while on the way to catch the ferry for

Richmond that the accident happened.”
—September 18, 1915

VMARY PICKFORD RETURNS

“Mary Pickford, called by many ‘the
spirit of the screen’ whose every appearance
in motion pictures is as much an assurance
of entertainment value as Tiffany is of jew:
elry merit, returns to the Richmond theate!
this week in as appealing picturization of



Edith Barnard Delano’s latest novel ‘Rags’.”
—September 22, 1915

DISCRIMINATION CHARGED

“That the Municipal Improvement com-
pany, handling the contract for the improv-
ing of Cutting Boulevard is discriminating
in securing labor, favoring outsiders; that
the local laborers are treated like animals,
and that ‘time’ due is cut in their paychecks
is the claim of B. Malavolta, a local laborer,

employed until yesterday on the job.”
—September 29, 1915

The Point Theater, from the Church Jollection

PROTESTS DENIED

“Councilmen Bill Lane and John G. Ger-
lach last night demonstrated that they are
for decent street work and local workmen.
At the council committee meeting to hear
the protest of residents on Cutting Boule-
vard against the work done by the Ransome
Crumy company of Oakland. Attorney Kear-
ney of San Francisco representing Charles
Durner, declared that the work was not up
to specifications. This work was done by
imported labor and by an ‘open shop’ out-
fit.

“When the matter was put to a vote.
five of the councilmen voted against the
protest, Lane and Gerlach being the only

members present to favor the protestants.”
—September 30, 1915

60 YEARS AGO...
by Teresa Albro

STANDARD AVENUE
10 BE WIDENED

“It will cost the city $S30,000 to secure
rights of way through 21 pieces of property
to widen Standard Avenue. Appraisers set a
value of between $6,000 and $S7,000 on the
value of the ground lost to property owners
and severance damages at S23.000. The street
will be widened from 60 to 82 feet. The
cost of the paving will be borne by the Stan-

dard Oil company and the San Rafael Ferry.”
— August 7, 1925

WALTER P4 ASCH BECOMIES
DEPUTY CLERK

“Walter Paasch, one of the rising young
men of Richmond, has been named as a
deputy county clerk by County Clerk J. H.
Wells, succeeding Archie M. DeSoito, who
resigned to take a position with Pierce and
Carlson in their new offices in the First Na-
tional Bank building, Oakland.”

(Mr.Paasch, who lived many years on Washington
later became County Clerk, and remained in that
position until he retired).

-August 18, 1925
PREPARING FOR THE PLUNGE. ..
MORE THAN IWELL-SUITED

(Anxiously awaiting the opening of the Richmond
Municipal N atatorium, the West Side I mpravement
Club prepared for a Gala Celebration in midSept
ember, and the City Council prepared, too . . . )y

“The minutes of the council show that
the bid of $1496.25 submitted by the Gant-
ner and Mattern Company was accepted by
the council . . . (However. members of the
city council) and particularly Mrs. Marie
Ogborn felt that a mistake had been made
in ordering 1200 bathing suits (for use by
patrons .at the natatorium), as an average
of eight persons out of every ten who swim
own their own bathing suits. Mrs. Ogborn
and other ‘council members felt that fifty
dozen suits will be sufficient. City Attorney



















































