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Histur'g HAssociation IMeeting
on
March 16, 1989
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124 Washington Hvenue

The Meeting will begin Promptly at 7:30 pm

Guest speaker
Or. William L. Thompson

Dr. Thompson grew up in the Point, living on Scenic
{Next door to where Tom Butt and his family now live)

His father knew Botts well and consulted with him about his
plane. He has negatives and 8 photographs taken by him about
1903. They are in goed conditicn.

A few years ago Dr. Thompson wrote an essay on the Botts plane

for the Aerospace Museum at the Smithsonian at their request and

submitted photographs and other information. They feel his are
the only photographs in existance of the plane.

He has other memorabilia.

Dr. Thompson is retired but still serves his old patients, many
of them still in the Point. :

Non't miss this meeting and don't be late.

(r. Thompson has to leave on schedule)
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Unforuanatiley for us Amy
Rotting and her family have
moved to Fairfield and Amy will
no longer be able to paste up
the newsletter as she has done
in the past. The Rottings are
excited (as well they should
be) about their brand new home.
Thank’s Amy for all the great
work you have done for the
Association, and the best of
luck. Keep in touch! Gary will
temporararily be doing the
paste-up. THE AIR SHIP

And thank you to Gary for
all of the work he put into the
February issue, the editing, |
typin aste-up and printing. . ;
Héppug’aplot ofptime gnd effgrt THE COVER is a picture of the

into making it a special issue  Richmond Unicn High School
that we are proud of. baseball team o§ 1908. It is
The third annual Valentine taken from the "Richmond
making contest on Saturday, Rodeo”. The names are hand
February 11th was a lot of fun. Wwritten, so please excuse any
The children had a good time mis-spellings. Starting 1in the
and us adults got to act like upper left are: Edward Hoffman,

Chamberlien, Knobby Marshall,

kids. i i
s. David Vincent had a great Foster Conn, Charles Lipp,

variety of materials on hand

Judges wer Adele Hollander and ¥right, Jsen Calfee, and Roy

Joel Beck. The winner for Fernald. You wi!l find more

kindergarten to 2nd grade was items and illu‘ irations from
5 that book in tiiz issue.

...See page 2



From the President.....cont.

Morgan Omaha, 5-6 year old was
Michael Haley, Jr. High School
was Jennifer Richardson and the
winner in the adult catagory
was Loyal Foster.

Prizes for the winners were
donated by Kathy Rohrs. Cookies
were provided by Marsha and
Jenny.

Next up is the Easter egg
dying and basket making contest
in March...come down to the
Community Center for a good
time.

The January 26th meeting was
well attended and interesting.
Dave McElroy one of the Point’s
best mail carriers spoke about
the trials and joys of
delivering the mail in Point
Richmond. Dave is retiring on
March 1st. We will miss him and
wish him well in all of his
endevors.

The March meeting will be on
Thursday, March 16th at 124
Washington Avenue at 7:30 PM. I
forward to seeing you there.

MEMBERS
Pam Wilson, Membership
Chairwoman
521 Western Drive
Point Richmond, CA 94801
Thank you to following
members who have renewed their
memberships:
Luis Cunan
Grace Howe
Frank D. Lopez
Mollie P. O’Connell
Elenor Best
Stanley R. Nystrom
Mae Mandl
Luisa Banks
George Batten
Anna Booth
Lloyd and Melba Farley
Sheila Fostiak
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Ed Gingrich

Shoney Gustafson
Virginia R. Kennedy
Elizabeth McDonaild

Alice Nelson
William G. Schultz

A warm welcome to new
members:
Barbara Ambrose
Hal and Leah Stocker
Y. G. Cooper
Donald P. Smith

EDITDR'S NOTES

By Gary Shows

The February Memorial issue
was a tough assignment. I would
like to express special
appreciation to Mid Dornan, Pam
Wilson, Jerry Cerkanowicz and
Donna Roselius. I hope that the
purpose of that issue will
remain unique forever.

I regret losing the able
assistance of Amy Rotting but
wish her the best. Thank you
Amy, for all of the great work!

Some exciting things are
happening, we are on a roll in
our "Growing up in the Point”
series, Ed Garrard, a legend in
Point Richmond is sharing some
wonderful memories with us! You
can read them in this issue and
in the next, maybe more! I
really think that you will
enjoy his memories of the way
the Point used to be. If
anything you read brings back
memories of your time in the
Point, write_them down and send
them to me, I might print them.

Your comments on and
participation in this newletter
is always encouraged and

appreciated.
X K % X



Articles of interest from our archives

Editor’s note..

.Because of a lack of response to our pleas for

research help we must change the format of this section. Instead
of our usual 70 years ago, 60 years ago, etc. here are items of
interest from our own resources. If our readers want the

previous format and volunteer to help, we will bring it back.

THE HISTORY OF POINT RICHMOND
GENESIS
by Barbara Quein

Point Richmond’s birth and
development are attributed to
the sti1l1 flourishing companies
of Santa Fe Railroad and
Standard 0i1. Before their
concerns were here, Point
Richmond (then known as a part
of "the Potrero"”) was only
farmland and was owned largely
one man, Dr. Tewksbury.

The change came in 1899 when
Santa Fe Railway Co. selected
the Potrero as a
transcontinental railroad
terminal; the site was
stratecically located on the
main line of the Southern
Pacific, Ogden and Shasta
routes. Point Richmond then
became the 1ink between San
Francisco and the East. The
Point station was one end of
the longest railroad 1ine under

one management in the United

States; the 1ine streached
unbroken from here to Chicago.
Thus Point Richmond became home

to the Santa Fe employees.
Houses and stores were built to

meet their needs...the city of
Richmond was born.

In 1802, the establishment
of the Standard 0Oil Refineries
gave immense impetus to
Richmond’s growth. Again, the
Point was selected as an ideal
spot because it was near deep
water for shipping and near
railways for transport and
communication. The land was
purchased for a small amount
from Tewksbury’s widow.
Construction of pipelines
connected to central Californi
oilfields brought many more
workers to settle in Point
Richmond.

With such opportunity for
development, the Point grew
from a small village to a boom
town in a few years.

%k kK
Reprinted from The Point
Counterpoint, July 8, 1966

THE HISTORY OF POINT RICHMOND

EARLY PERSONALITIES )
by Barbara Quein

The first settlers of
Richmond must have been a hardy
lot. The settlement was
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actually a campground, and the
early arrivals lived in tents
until the winter of 1900.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Naugle
and their son Ray were the
first people to make Richmond
their home. Mr. Naugle opened
the Pioneer Grocery Store in
April, 1900 at the foot of
Barrett Street. Marketin?,
however, was not his calling;
he hoped to publish the first
Point Richmond newspaper. His
purpose was achieved, and on
July 7, 1900, the first edition
of the "Point Richmond Record”
appeared in time to cover the
opening of Santa Fe Railway
service in Richmond.
Industrious Mr. Naugle
continued to boost Richmond’s
growth with his success in
having the Richmond Post Ooffice
created. Naturally, the
Postmaster was Lyman Naugle.

The second family to arrive
at the townsite was that of
Frank Critchett. He, his wife
and their three sons were the
first subscriber to "The
Record”. Critchett built next
to the Pioneer Store. He
planned to open a 1iquor store,
but instead he sold the
building to Henr wanske, who
opened his Star aloon there.
Critchett had made a deal with
the John Nicholl company to
build and operate a hotel at
washington and Richmond
Avenues.

The campsite was then moved
from Barrett Street to
washington and Richmond
Avenues, now the center of
Point Richmond. Mr. Naugle
built a new store and moved
“The Record"” to the Point. The
Naugles and the Critchetts were
4owned by the Higgins, Corkish,

hurber and Redding Families.
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Buildings went up as quickly
as possible because the campers
were plagued with winds and
storms. The tents were finally
replaced by buildings, and
Point Richmond was no longer
just a tent town, to the relief
of the hardy settlers.

XK KK
Reprinted from The Point
Counterpoint, July, 1966

THE HISTORY OF POINT RICHMOND

EARLY PERSONALITIES...THE

INVENTOR :
by Barbara Quein

Months before the Wright
brothers were heard of, a Point
Richmond resident by the name
of R.H. Botts (inventor and
constructor) announced that he
had patented an improved steam
engine which would enable him
to build a steam powered flying
machine.

Botts experimented with
various 1ifting devices and
found it necessary to obtain
some extremely rapid and
powerful motion; he succeeded
in perfecting a steam engine
and boiler, made of aluminum,
that would be 1ight enough to
use. He claimed that for every
ten ﬁounds of engine and boiler
weight he could generate one
horsepower. A model airship was
built and displayed in San
Francisco and in Richmond.

By February, 1902, Botts
announced that he would
complete two airships by
summer. He was planning an
aerial expedition in June to
the North Pole, to investigate
“physical conditions of the
earth’s surface and its
northern axis.” The ships,
lauched either from Tamalpais
or Grizz1¥ Peak, were to carry
four people each,



along with supplies and a
Marconi wireless system.

To finance his construction
and expedition, Mr. Botts began
advertising shares in the
World’s Aerial Navigation
Company of Richmond. The May 26
demonstration of the engine at
the Santa Fe yards convinced
people to contribute and buy
stocks. In August, Botts
displayed his engine, boiler
and model at the Richmond
Fiesta. Eventually enough money
was raised to build Bott’s
workshop at the top of Nicholl
Nob, and the actual
construction began.

Many people, skeptics and
sugporters alike, came to the
Nob to view the f1ying machine.
Unfortunately, their respective
views could never be confirmed
because the testing of the ship
was never accomplished. Storm
winds swept the light craft
from the Nob and sent it
crashing downhill. Mr. Botts
lost hope and left town, but no
one knows whether or not he was
wrong. If there hadn’t been a
storm, Point Richmond rather
than Kitty Hawk might now be
remembered as the site of the
first successful aerial
demonstration.

X KKK
Reprinted from "The Point
Counterpoint”, July, 1966

Ed. note: If you want to learn
a lot more about Mr. Botts,
come to the March 16th meeting.

LOVELY RICHMOND
THE GATEWAY TO CONTRA COSTA
COUNTY AND THE FUTURE SHIPPING
POINT ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY
Scarcely a year ago this
bu$¥, pulsating city, with its
railroads, steam ships, water

works, telephones, telegraphs,
electric lights, street cars,
manufactures, beautiful homes,
thriving commerical houses, and
all the accessories necessary
to the formation of a great
metropolitan city, was then one
vast grain field. Its rapid and
wonderful growth since that
time has simply been marvelous,
and its future contingenecies,
are, today, beyound the power
of man to conceive, or even
imagine. Situated as Richmond
is, on the magnificent Bag of
San Francisco, where all the
deep water ships of the known
world can find a safe and
inviting anchorage, where the
transcontintal railroads of the
East are bidding for terminals,
and where a number of the
largest enterprises in
existence are locating, one can
readily see, that Richmond, in
a few years will rival the most
famous industrial cities of the
continent.

Richmond has now a
population of more than 2,000
souls, and covers an area of
three miles or more, with a
deep water frontage of six
miles, from Potrero Point on
the south and extending to San
Pablo Point on the north.
Business of every description
is carried on here, and many
large manufactories will soon
be operation in our midst.
Richmond is the terminus of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad, and the great
Standard 0i1 Company is now
building here the third 1argest
oil refinery in the world oth
of these enterprises employ
several hundred men, most of
whom live in Richmond with
their families, which, in
brief, is the making of a large
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city. Richmond has a fine
public school, churches of
several denomination, hotels of
the first class order, and many
fraternal orders flourish with
a goodly attendance of members.
In a few words, Richmond is the
coming city of the Coast.
Beyond any cavil it has greater
advantages for business than
any other city on the Pacific
Slope. Its present immense
enterprises are a sure
guarantee of its steady
progress and its unrivaled
inducements for profitable
investment.

The Richmond Electric Light
Company is a new corporation
which promises to cut an
important figure in the future
development of Lovely Richmond.
The company has just been
organized and as were going to
press on this elaborate
description of Contra Costa
County’s varied interests and
industries, they are erecting
their poles, stringing wires
and planting machinery which
before another month promises
to transform Richmond from a
village into a blooming city.
The company is well financed;
Henry J. Crocker of San
Francisco is the President.

They.are putting in a 125
horse power Corliss engine.
Fuel o0il will provide steam.
The company expects to furnish
both 1ight and power, day and
night. Thus small manufacturing
plants will be provided with
economical power. Nearly all
buildings in Richmond are being
wired, and soon the town will
be a blaze of illumination.

The company has also a contract
to supply the Santa Fe Railroad
with power at their shops and
lights at their depots,

roundhouse and shops. The rates
to consumers will be very i
reasonable.

* KKK
From a special edition of a
booklet published by "The
Richmond Record”, Lyman Naugle
Editor and dated January 1,
1902, part of our Don Church
Collection, courtesy Allan
Smith.

THE BANK OF RICHMOND

A resume of the rapid
growith and progress of Point
Richmond wouldbe incomplete
without reference to this well
known financial institution.
The Bank of Richmond was
incorporated April 17, 1902,
with a capital stock of
$20,000. It opened its doors
for business on the 25th day of |
April, and since that time has
steadily grown until it has
become a financial center of no
mean proportions.

The incorporators are men of
integrity and wealth, some of
whom were land owners in this
part of the country long before
the town of Point Richmond was
conceived. The president, Wm.
Mintzer, has a large personal
interest in the Tewksbury
estate, and looks after all the
interests of that large estate.
The vice president is Wm. F.
Belding, the San Pablo
mershant, who has been
connected with the affairs of
this section for almost a
quarter of a century. Other
large stockholders in the bank
are Waverly Stairley, Cashier,
W.S. Stoddard, of Tehama
County, Hon. Harry Ells,
representative-elect, J. Peres,
E.M. Tilden, John H. Nicholl,
J.B. Eakle, and others.

Mr. Stairly, the cashier,
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was collector of Internal
Revenue at Sacramento under the
Cleveland administration, and
left that office with a
splendid record. He is a safe,
careful, conservative manager.
Loans of large sums are always
referred to the board of
directors, viz: Wm. Mintzer,
wm. f. Belding, W. Stairley,
W.S. Stoddard, Harry Ells, J.
Peres and John H. Nichol.

The bank has proved an
institution of great
convenience to our people. The
run of deposits is growing
rapidly and every prospect
bespeaks a properous future for
this institution.

The furniture and fixtures
of the bank are a model of
convenience and perspective.

XK KK

"Richmond Record”, Dec 22, 1902

CAMP FLRE MEMORLES
courresy of Mid Dormn

Maude Wood was a Camp Fire Girls leader in
the Point, 1932-33. A scrap boock of their
activities, "Diary of the Pikida Wakan Camp
Fire Group” was kept by Pikida, Kokokaoha,
Wakada, Wapo Moma and Tanda, Indian names
the girls chose for themselves. This is the LAST
instaliment of excerpts from the diary.

BigC

At 10 o'clock on January 6th, we went ta the
Big Sea. We were of course requested to bring
our bathing suits, but either no one was in a
position to go swimming, or all of a sudden they
all woke up to the fact that the Big Sea instead
of being spelied s-e-a is naturally spelled C. We
rode to the bottom of the hill (the greater
distance of our hike) and started for the top. I'm
sure you'll forgive my absentmindedness, but |
forgot to mention we had a guest Miss Edna
Garloff, you'll knaw whose relative it is by the
common last name she possesses.

On hiking to the top of the hill, we must admit
we stopped several minutes after every few
yards to rest, or was it inches.

We finally arrived at the top in the record
breaking time of 21 minutes and Heaven knows
how many seconds. Anyway on arriving, there
we found that not only did we see the big C but
we also saw a keen view of the city (town?) of
Berkeley and S F. and Oakland.

We waited till the chimes rang to eat our
lunch. It was the first time some of the girls
had heard them. Ask Maude who her signalling
friend was who dropped in for lunch. We regret
to say Jean was not with us on this trip.

The day ENDED PEACEFULLY.

RESPECTFULLY sumitted
PIKID.

Girls in this group included :
Betty Dornan, Betty Williams, Eva
Garloff, Mary Wilkins, Helen
Raffanelli, Clara Udy, Jean William-
and Mary Wilkins.

+++++
HAPPY BIRTHDAY SAM!

Sam Bushman, Point resident
ifor the last 25 years will
celebrate his 99th birthday on
‘March 9th. He lives above the
'former Nick’s Bar on Tewksbury
'and Santa Fe Avenues.

j Sam, a native Son of the
'Golden West, resided in Oaklanc
prior to coming to the Point.
|He had his own business where.
'he manufactured and assembled
rantique light fixtures that ar:
still bery much in demand. He
sold most of his equipment
several years ago to the El
Cerrito Light Company.

Mr. Bushman, at the age of
97, had to surrender his
California Driver’s License and
also stoped smoking his daily
cigar. Sam says that he owen
his longevity to correct eating
gabits, favoring a vegetarian

iet.
1










































