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fur covering a structure made of mammoth
bone. Tomb paintings in the warmer
Mediterranean cultures depicted reed and
daub shelters.

Marco Polo described what we call
"yurts" which were made of felted
material. Animal hair was heated, wetted
and pressed to form a felt "cloth" which was
then placed over a vertical wood post
framing set up in a round shape with a
convex felt covered top. Shepherds tending
sheep still use this form of shelter in the arid
countries of the Mediterranean and the Near
East.

A quixotic tent variation is the umbrella

The fascinating story of housing

structures in Point Richmond.

CHAPTER 111

TENTS

Part One

The very first "houses" in Point Richmond
were tents until they were rain-washed and/or
blown away, which happened very quickly. A
tent is a raw place; a place for basic survival; a
temporary shelter. Tents have no roots. Tents
have the advantage of being raised quickly and
taken down quickly. They have a "suddenness";
a sudden appcarance and a sudden
disappearance. In today's language you might
say tents are "biodegradable”.

Before tents there were even more primitive
structures: caves, lean-to's, earthen shelters, pit
structures; any kind of overhead cover, As
much as 35,000 to 40,000 ycars ago cave
paintings made at the time depicted shelters in
the cooler parts of Europe of woolly mammoth
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which was invented by the Chinese. This
"portable tent" continues to be used as a
functional personal accessory and is certainly
often used in ceremonial processions. Much
like the umbrella in concept is the garden arbor,
a scant wood-supported open framing upon
which plants may be trained to grow for shade
and shelter in garden areas, or reeds and grasses
may be placed. Neither of these protect one
from the wind and cold but nevertheless could
be called tents. When more headroom space
and permanency was desired than was offered
by a simple tent a dome-shaped structure was
devised even before the Roman arch was
conceived. This was constructed by continuous
corbelling and is exemplificd in the catacombs
and in Eskimo igloo structures.

George Washington had a form of tent at
Valley Forge that was fairly complex: a
rectangle of canvas with a scalloped edge gable
shaped top cover canvas. This proved to be so
lacking in protection from the cold and so
unsatisfactory to the Army Generals that the
log cabin, a much more sheltered structure,
replaced such tents. The simplest form of tent
was used early in the American Civil War.


















JANUARY MEETING OF THE
POINT RICHMOND

HISTORY ASSOCIATION

January 24, 1993
by Alexandra A. Gautraud

Guest speaker Ed Garrard opened
his presentation with a reading from a
history of Contra Costa County that
contained a detailed account of his father
Edward J. Garrard. E.J. Garrard came to
Point Richmond to lay the foundations for
Standard Oil and remained here to become
the second mayor of Richmond. On August
14, 1905 at the Critchett Hotel now the site
of the Point Richmond Market, the first
meeting of the Board of Trustecs for the
City of Richmond was held with E.J.
Garrard signing as a trustee. During his
term as mayor E.J. Garrard pressed for the
dredging of the inner harbor and the
development of the Richmond Natatorium.

Ed Garrard was born in Point
Richmond at 205 Cottage Ave. with Dr.
Clark Abbott in attendance. Ed lived in
Point Richmond on and off until the 1950s.
Ed's father continued his association with
Standard Oil and was Assistant
Superintendent of the Refinery at the time
of his death. His mother lived here for 56
years until her death. His sister Miriam,
who was 14 years older, has passed away
which makes Ed the last of the Garrard
family.

During his presentation Ed
encouraged the members of the history
association to join him in reminiscing about
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Point Richmond and Standard Oil. Many
recalled the two-day fire after lightening
struck two oil storage tanks at the refinery.
This remains one of the most frightening
experiences for some older residents. On a
happier note people remembered the band
that was organized to play in the center of
town. Names flooded memories such as
Gus Gill the barber at the Colonial Hotel,
the McAfee children, Postmistress Lucy
who intimidated the children, and Fireman
Bill who trained police dogs. The markets
delivered groceries by paneled truck and an
old Asian sold groceries from a truck. The
town also had many horse drawn delivery
trucks.

Louise Banks brought an old
snapshot taken outside the Liberty Market
which is now Masquers Theatre. People
began to recall Tony Mazza who was the
manager of the market for many ycars and
the owner Mrs. Grosso. Marie Dietz, who
grew up on Nicholl Avenue, remembered
her mother as a checker at the Liberty
Market.

Some people remembered Friday
nights at Danny Keller's wharf when the
specialty was fried shark. Today's Keller
Beach was the location of his wharf with
dance floor, bar, and row boats for hire.
Further along the waterfront, the ferry to



San Francisco left from the end of Ferry
Point which is located beyond the
Miller-Knox Regional Park. This was an
extremely long walk from downtown Point
Richmond so everyone boarded the
passenger steam train at the stop before it
entered the tunnel and rode the distance to
Ferry Point.

Memories tumbled one upon the
other as the audience recalled the fun of
youth and the development of Point

Richmond. Will Berk nearly brought the
house down with his youthful story of
"Country Store Nights" at the local movie
houses.

The meeting time came to a close
with newer residents having a better sense
of the early days in Point Richmond and
older members feeling a bit warmer from a
Sunday afternoon of remembering the
"good old days."

Pioneer Edward J. Garrard
Helped Shape Richmond for 22 Years

A young E.J. Garrard came to Richmond
in 1901, and proceded to serve four terms as
mayor and over 20 years on the City
Council.

In 1901 Richmond was a sprawling mud
flat, dotted by less than a dozen homes.
Four years later in 1905, it became an
incorporated city.

In 1906, the community minded
construction engincer became the town's
second mayor, serving until 1908. He was
clected the city's highest official three more
times, 1911-12, 1915-16 and 1920-22.

He helped the growing community
continously from its beginning and served
on the first City Council, shaping the future
of his city from those chambers for 22

years.

He pushed for the Richmond Inner
Harbor, convinced, the city of its need for a
swimming pool and was highly
instrumental in getting the key street in the
city, Macdonald Avenue, paved. In July of
1916, Garrard rode as grand marshal down
that newly paved thoroughfare.

Garrard Boulevard was named for Mr.
Garrard to serve as an everlasting memorial
to his civic contributions.

(This information was taken from an April,
19 6 6 Richmond Independent article
supplied by our January guest speaker Mr.
Ed Garrard)
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More Memories of Old Point Richmond
East Richmond Avenue

Wm. L. Thompson

William L. Thompson, often called Louis
by his friends, was born in Point Richmond
on February 17,1909, lived on Scenic
Avenue, graduated from Richmond Union
High School and was the first native
Richmondite to go through medical school.
Dr. Thompson began his practice in 1940
a2t Oth & Macdonald later moving to 32nd
£ Macdonald until that building was sold at
which time he moved to an office on
Broadway. In 1979, at age 70 and after 39
years, he retired officially from medical
practice. However, his many loyal, local
patients continue to call him for advice.

Thanks to Dr. Thompson for his valuable
contributions for our written archives.

Here is our sixth series from Dr.
Thompson. Tn this series he remembers
the neighborhood and friends where he

grew up, East Richmond Avenue.

PART TWO

At the junction of Idaho and Buena
Vista lived the Woods family. They were
related to the pioncer Woods and Boorman
families of the Stege arca. There were
several members of this family in the Point
and many young people. One of the most
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noted members of this group was Lucetta
Woods Dunlap, wife of Paul Dunlap. She
was important in the social structure of the
Point and had been one of its earliest post
mistresses.

Harry Aine, who first organized the
carpenter department at the S.0. Company,
lived for a time on the east side of upper
Idaho after moving down from his original
residence on Scenic Avenue. He later
moved to Mira Vista. He was a very close
friend of my family and we visited often.
The first phonograph I ever heard was in
his home and 1 was most impressed. Being
of French descent he had a frog pond in his
back yard which was most interesting to us
kids.

Across from the Woods family at the top
of Idaho was the home of Johny Garvin.
Mr. Garvin was a small active man who
was said to have been a jockey in his early
life. He was a forcman at the S.0.
Company. Garvin Avenuc in Richmond is
named for him. This house was later
occupied by the Henry Francis family. The
Bernes family lived just below this on
Idaho.

Sol Butler and his wife, who was one of
my mother's sisters, lived in the sccond



house from the corner on the cast side of the
street from about 1915 to about 1919. They
had twin boys. The Hall family and Miller
family lived just above this and across the
street lived the Gust Allyn family, of whom
we have spoken before.

This region of the Richmond area along
the hills from the Santa Fe tracks to
Murray's Point, was climatically the best
residential area of the region. The hills
sheltered it from the winds and it was a
relatively quict and warm area. Also it was
mostly away from the noxious gases that
sometimes issued from the Standard Oil
Company.

Between Idaho and Montana Streets
along the hill side of East Richmond
Avenue, old photographs will show a rather
large unsightly barn. I recall this well and
believe that it had originally been a large
stable. When I remember it, it held only a
blacksmith shop in its rear area. It was later

torn down. Beside it were two small
dwellings built in tandem fashion. Onc of
these housed the Hackney family. Mrs.
Hackney worked for many years as a maid
and nurses' assistant at the Richmond
Hospital.

Several names come to mind as residents
along Montana Street in the old days. The
Morelli family lived in a large two-story
house on the east corner of Richmond
Avenue and Montana Street. Mrs. Morelli
was a special friend of my mother. They
were a fine stable couple and I took care of
them in their later years. Just above here at
the corner of Nevada Street was the
residence of J.O. Ford, who at one time was
a member of the local school board. The
J.0. Ford school was named for him. This
house was rather more elaborate than most
of the others in the region. In recent years it
was taken over and reconditioned by Jim
Wilson.
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