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HISTORY ASSOCIATION NOTES

rom the Pesigey

MID DORNAN

It is said, ‘A picture is worth a
thousand words.” The Newsletter
staff believes this and we ask our
readers to dig into their
scrapbooks and photo albums for
some pictures to share. They will
be returned.

It isn't only the 1900's photos
we are seeking, but the 40's and
50's Eicte Class
pictures are especially
welcome and
hopefully you were
smart enough to note
the names of
classmates or have an
impeachable memory.

It is your stories
and pictures that make
This Point....in time a
success.
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Thank you to the following members who
have renewed their memberships:

Mid Dornan

Bernice Shows

Pete & Amanda Docter

Jack Murray

Oretta Eaton

Bena Bowles

Mary Valenzano

Teresa B. Meneghelli

Mary Forbes

Theodore Beck

William L. Thompson

Grace A. Howe

Bruno & Kay Roveda

Anna S. Gaumer

Dorrie Kennedy

Luciano & Bonnie Forner

Robert T. Barnes

Fenton Family

Russ & Shirley Moore

Al Franco

Janice & Jim Cook

©

Museum Staff Coordinator Betty Dornan
thanks volunteers who staffed
the History Building.

&

Our usual

Thank You!

to
Santa Fe Market

for their donated distribution of
“THIS POINT....in time”

THE WOMEN'S WESTSIDE
IMPRIOVEMENT CLUB MEETS THE
FIRST TUESDAY OF €EACH
MONTH AT POINT METHODIST
CHURCH, CORNER OF
MARTINA AND WEST
RICHMOND AT I1:30AM. ALL
LADIES ARE INVITED TO COME
AND HAVE LUNCH WITH
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS AND
MEET NEW PEOPLE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CALL ANITA CHRISTIANSEN AT
233-3343
OR  AMELIA DRAKE AT 234-8031

Betty Dornan

If you can help staff our History Building
(2%2 hours per month) call museum Staff
Coordinator Betty Dornan at 232-4317.

Museum Hours:
Thursday 11:30am - 2:00pm
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Saturday 11:30 - 2:00pm
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EDitor's Jvtes

This is a good issue, at least compared
to the last, directly related to the fact that I
had more time to spend on it. Also our
straff was really great about meeting
deadlines, thank you!

I also had lots of little things to add
from many of you. So please use your
newsletter, write to me, even a short one
paragraph or one sentence opinion,
memory or question can be very enjoyable
to a number of other people. Or, send your
old photos for me to scan, just let me know
whether to return them or add them to our
photo archives. You might have noticed
that I’'m trying to make full use of our
scanner, hope you like the extra pictures
that I am now able to easily add.

I enjoyed the Winehaven party, felt
like we have a good group. It’s nice to see
so many folks interested in local history.

The deadline for articles for the Winter
issue is November 18.

The October Issue Assembly Crew:
Liz McDonald

Mary Highfill

Mid Dornan

Jerry Cerkanowicz

Gary Shows

Congratulations
to Susan Armstrong
“Consumer of the Year”
award-winner
presented by the
Contra Costa Association
for Retared Citizens.

For Sale

History Association
Equipment

+ Gestetner Model 319 Offset
Press

+ Gestetner PM9 Platemaker

+ Developer

+ IBM Composer Typewriter with
assorted type elements

+ Sharp SF-741 Copier

Best offer will be accepted.

The Cover:

Winehaven, photo taken with
Polaroid camera on October 23,
1994.




A-Mid TRIVIA

-Mid Dornan (510-234-5334)

Question 1. Why was the first week in
November picked for national elections?
Question 2 In 1909 how many Police
Officers did the City have? Who was the Chief
of Police?
(Answers at end of Trivia)
* %k k
Ballots have been around longer than
bullets, gratefully. The first people to use them
were ancient Greeks who dropped small metal
balls in a box. The French called the little ball
a “ballotte" and from then on, the ballots got
bigger and longer. In 1886, the Australian
ballot was introduced so we could vote in secret
- behind a curtain. In 1892 came the voting
machine, invented by Thomas Edison and
things speeded up until we now have the
computer
* 3k k
Indian to Pilgrim: "Are you serious? You
want to have a picnic outdoors in late
November?"
* %%
If it is November, can there be many more
shopping days until Christmas?
* %k k
The Richmond Museum of History
celebrated their 40th anniversary at Winehaven
on Sunday, October 23rd. A party ‘in our own
backyard', as Marie Dietz puts it, was a chance
to tour the facilities courtesy of the U.S.Navy.
It has been 75 years since there was wine at
Winehaven.
k%%
It's a girl, their first child, for Tery and John
Lizarraga of Rodeo. Megan Marie was born

August 23 and arrived weighing 6 pounds 10
ounces and was 21 inches. Grandparents are
Hector and Evelyn Lizarraga on Western drive
Kk %

Remember when there were 5 and 10 cent
stores that sold things for 5 and 10 cents. For a
nickel you could ride the street car, make a
telephone call or have enough stamps to mail
one letter and two postcards.

* %k

Cathy Durfee is welcomed as the new
manager of the Point Branch of the Mechanics
Bank. And, expect to see a familiar face behind
Nancy Transue's desk when she goes to the
Oakland office. Teller Shana Voelz will fill her
position.

k% %k

It is hoped Bessie Squires will soon be able

to stop her trips to doctors and hospitals.
* k¥
Jack Elle sez at his age he is trying to

elongate longevity.
*k ok

The Person of Distinction award of the
Richmond  Neighborhood  Coordinating
Council was received by Lucretia Edwards
recognizing her active involvement in the
community since 1949. Other awardees
included Police Officer Debbie Noonen who
includes the Point on her beat.

k%

How can the tooth fairy not be real when
you can see she leaves fairy dust behind? Put a
dab of glue on the coins you plan to exchange
far the tooth, then sprinkle them with glitter.

k% ¥
Mary and Vic Highfill vacationed in

Florida visiting Epcot Center while there.
% %k %



Have you had gotten your flu shot? It is

now recommended for all ages.
* k¥

Bruce Beyeart is back running miles each
day. Less than a year ago, handsome Bruce
suffered multiple injuries, including breaking
both legs and injuring his hip while skiing. And,
'tis ski season again!

* k¥

Three out of five Americans can't recall the

names of the last five U.S. Presidents. Can you?
*k ok

You aren't a grown-up until you have carved
a turkey!

k%

March 31 has been designated a quasi-
holiday on Cesar Chavez's birthday by
legislation signed by Gov. Wilson recognizing
CrhyaSvachza8s
farmworker
movement.

k%%

A politician
was touting his
party and asked
the audience, "If |-
the leaders of
the Republican
and Democratic
Parties were in a

canoe going
down the
Mississippi

River and the
boat capsized,
who would be
saved?"

"The United
States," shouted

a weary | gnsire Post Office Crew, 1916 |

taxpayer.
* k%

Children certainly brighten up a home.
Whoever saw a child under 12 turn off an
electric light?

* k%

HAPPY THANKSGIVING...Is it to

Grandmother's house we go?
* k%

Answers: 1. Because it came after the
harvests and before the roads got too gummed
up to make it into town. An 1845 law set the
time.

Answer: 2. James P. Arnold was Chief of
Richmond Police Dept. with five officers, R.
Ruins, C.0.D. Walker, H.J. Stephens, s
McHale and P.A. Caufield. Police Officers
salaries totaled $5,521.00.




Mary Bianchini Highﬁﬂ

A Proﬁle

by Mid Dornan

As Corresponding Secretary of the Point
Richmond History Association, Mary
Highfill is the board member perhaps most
knowledgeable of Point Richmond history
having lived here since she was nine months
old. Not only did she grow up in the Point,
she has always lived within three blocks of
her Casey Drive childhood home. When she
married, she and Vic rented a house on
Summit Place, three blocks North and they
later built a home on Crest Avenue, three
blocks South of her home. They paid Mrs.
McMennemen, mother of Marian Downey,
$900 for the Crest Avenue lot with its
enviable view of both sides of th hill.

When asked how she became interested
in the History Association, Mary laughingly
'blames' Liz McDonald for her involvement.
Mary rarely misses a meeting.

Her father, Vittorio Bianchini, coming to
Richmond via Crocket from San Franciso,
first landed and worked in Fort Bragg. Her
mother, Antoinetta in Italy, joined her father
later when he could afford to send for her.
Because of a health problem with young son,
Bruno, the doctor suggested they move to
San Francisco where 'the air was better'. It
was in San Francisco that Mary was delivered
by a midwife at home.

The Bianchini family lived in Crockett

for three months before settling in the Point,
joining an influx of Italian immigrants in the
early 1920's who settled here about the same

time in an area later to become Shipyard 3.

"Actually, we were Squatters on
Richfield Oil Company property! We built a
home on their property where there were
other Italians. Mother said it was the best
thing that ever happened to her when in 1926
Richfield said, 'You have to move.! My Dad
bought a home on Biship Avenue, now Casey
Drive." In those days, the Point wasn't
recognized, for its charm and views and
indoor plumbing wasn't a given. Their
outhouse was replaced with a septic tank and
when Tedrick's built their house "we joined
in the sewer system; we were about the last
one. There I grew up."

"My Dad would tell in the morning if we
were to have a low tide. Then we'd be ready
when he came from work and he took us
clamming. We could eat the clams then!"

"My best friend growing up was Dorothy
Dornan." Schoolmates who walked up the
hill together during the week, they didn't
venture too far around the hillsides unless it
was a week-end which then became their play
yard." Our parents didn't have to worry about
us."

Mary is bubbly recalling events of the
past. She learned to swim in the Bay where
all beaches along the shoreline in the Point
were open to everyone. Co-ed fun was with
the Young People's League (YPL) at the
Methodist Church, Grace (Westman) Howe
was the sponsor and Mary immediately
recalled the names of Bruce Bartram, Trefrey



Ross, Nellie Huffstetter, Ann
Vloebergh, Bob Dornan,
Marian George, and June
Kunkle as some who attended.

"In those days, milk was
delivered but you did have to
go to the Post office for mail.
It was in the '30's, I believe,
that home delivery of maili
began, courtesy of Maj Hill.
I'll always be forever grateful
to Walter Paasch who was
instrumental in zoning the area
on Crest to Rl thereby
avoiding the ugly multi-
dwellings disaster."

The Point didn't have any "rich" people
per se, but she considered Maj Hill and
County Clerk Walter Paasch rich then, but
giggles saying she realizes now they
weren't.

Riding the Ferry to the City was a
special event. “All we did was walk to
Keller's Beach to catch the bus unless we
wanted to walk out to the ferry. And, one
always dressed for the occasion. I'll never
forget, during the depression, I wanted a red
velvet hat so bad. Well, my parents bought
one for me and I wore it on the ferry. All of
a sudden a wind came up and it blew my red
velvet hat. I watched it sink..in the Bay. It
was terrible!"

Lives were sheltered and Mary recounts
that she wasn't allowed to attend funerals.
I’ll never forget my first funeral. They let
me go because it was my friend, Dorothy. It
was a disaster' It was traumatic!"

Mary and Vic

Educated at Washington, Roosevelt and
Richmond Union High Schools, Mary went
to work after graduation at J. C. Penneys as
World War II began. When their doors
opened people grabbed everything right out
of the boxes. We didn't have time to put the

merchandise on the shelves. It was
unbelievable. It didn't matter it it fit as they
could trade or even sell it to someone else."

"You couldn't believe the war years
unless you lived here to see this little town
of 20,000 grow to 100,000 overnight.
Things were wide-open 24 hours.
Resturants, bowling alleys, theaters! The
only thing that changed was daylight to
dark, daylight to dark! During Blackouts I
had faith in our military, you did get
nervous; there was no doubt we wouldn't
win."

As the war escalated Mary went to work
at Standard Oil (now Chevron). "Six days a
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week of shift work was very difficult. T ate
breakfast three times a day," she chuckled, as
it was always breakfast time when I came
home or needed a meal. 1 believe I made $190
a month. I met Vic at work but made more
money than he as he didn't do shift work.
After we married, I worked in the mailroom
(for $160) until I had my first child, Larry."
She also had a daughter, Kristin, and boasts of
four grandchildren. As her grandparents,
aunts and uncles lived in Italy, Mary regrets
not knowing her relatives as family.

"My garden is my hobby. It isn't a good
day unless I'm in my garden some part of the
day, even if it is just to sit." Energetic Mary
has adopted the gardening of the triangle at
the corner of Crest, Vine and Washington but
will recruit neighbors when help is needed.

Mary "loves the Point... the people. It is
quiet and great activites are only a half-hour
away. The Point has kept the old town feel, is
neighborly. I wouldn't move. No one wants to
move, especially on my block. The same
neighbors have lived here for years and years”
and she names the Palkos, Mayers, Forniers,
Williamsons, Hawkins, Woods, Christensen,
and even the Mayor, Rosemary Corbin!

A 25-year member of Richmond's oldest
club, the Women's Westside Improvement
Club, Mary served as its president for four
years. During the depression she said she
learned to be appreciative of what you have
and to take care of things or recyle.

Mary can often be seen staffing the
History Building. Stop by for a chat as her
keen memories of past events are entertaining
and educational.

8
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Allan Smith

The Golden Sacerdotal Jubilee
celebration of Rev. Denis J. Araujo, PhD.
was held at St. Isidore’s Catholic Church in
Danville on October 16. 1994. Bishop John
Cummins of the Oakland Catholic Diocese
presided over the affair.

Father Denis was Pastor of Our Lady of
Mercy Church in Point Richmond from
1983 to 1988. Prior to these dates, he served
at Saint Cecilia parish in San Francisco, Our
Lady of Lourdes and St. Cyril’s in Oakland,
St. Michael’s in Livermore and was Pastor
of St. John the Baptist in El Cerrito. He
recently retired while serving at St. Isidore’s
in Danville.

Denis J. Araujo was born and educated
in India.  After graduating from the
University of Madras, he came to the United
States and obtained a PhD, in Education
from the University of California in
Berkeley.

Plans are being make to have a dinner in
his honor at Our Lady of Mercy on
November 27, 1994.

World Mission Sunday was celebrated
on October 23, 1994 throughout the whole
Catholic Church. Missionaries give their
time, talent, lives and treasures to bring the



Gospel to everyone in the world. We are
privileged to give them our live and support.
Rev. Antonio Valdivia will be installed as
Pastor of St. Cornelius Catholic Church in
Richmond on Saturday, October 29th, 1994.
He is also Administrator of St. Marks Church
in Richmond.

Point Richmand Methodist
Jean Reynolds

There will be a special Thanksgiving
service on Sunday, November 20. There will
be no regular Sunday School class that
Sunday, and persons of all ages will meet at
10:30am to prepare for  worship.
Worshippers will select from groups that
include music, art drama, story-telling, dance
and hospitality. The worship will be a
celebration prepared by the people of the
congregation.

Eight members participated in the
Harmony Walk for Hunger on October 15th.
Many others sponsored walkers. This walk is
sponsored by G.R.I.P., Greater Richmond
Interfaith Program, and proceeds went to the
Richmond Food Pantry, the San Pablo Food
Pantry, the Richmond Souper Center and for
hunger relief in Rwanda.

The Annual Country Faire holiday bazaar
on October 21st and 22nd was a great
community event and a big fund raising
success for the United Methodist Women.
People come from far and near to sample hot
lunch and baked goods and to buy one-of-a-
king handmade items.

POINT METHODIST CHURCH

HISTORY

-Mid Dornan
Church history is rich with contributions of
women. One church group in the 1920’s was the
SOCIAL LEAGUE of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church whose history is reflected in their minutes
printed below and taken from the canvas covered, red
leather cornered natebook which cost 81.15. The
minutes are printed as written. This is the 10th
installment.

June 17, 1924
Social League had all day picnic at S.O.R.
& G Club with 19 members and families
present. A lovely day was enjoyed by all.
Swimming and wading by the children. A
bountiful lunch was also one of the features.
It was voted to send flowers to Mrs.
Vloeberg and the meeting adjourned.
Emma K. Parker

Secy
Amt used at Improvement Club Lunch.
Tomatoes 4lbs or 17
Pinapple 8 cans
Salad Dressing  lquart
Crackers 2 boxes Dandy Flakes
Beets 4 cans
Ham 25 lbs
Peas 9 cans
Potatoes
Sugar cube 1 box
Sugar fine 50¢
Cream & milk  1qt-1pt
Cream Whipping 1 qt
Roles (sic) 7 pkgs
Butter 21b
Coffee 3 1bs



This Old
House

by

Muried C. Clanses

Chapter VI
The Italianate House;
Point Richmond
Conclusion

The reason the plan book styles became
popular was because the designs were much
more straightforward and were very simple
to build. They were designs that the local
builder or homeowner could easily follow.
The basic concept of the plan book house
was to have the simplest shape which could
easily resemble the style to be copied were
added. This made a very comfortable house.
To discover the Italianate in your
neighborhood, look for a house in the
general shape of the Italianate and then look
for the Italianate details. The details give it
the style more so that the shape, for the shape
can vary somewhat with other demands.

Plan book styles made no attempt to
copy stone. They were not heavy nor were
they anchored to stout foundations and they
were no longer necessarily colored to match
stone colors. In fact, as time passed, the
exterior colors became much more lively and
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interesting.  Being of all wood frame
construction, they were light in weight with
an airy feeling. They were built of local
available materials. This was mostly wood
which was finished plain sided and painted.
The house itself took on a more narrow
shape than the original squarish shape as
houses were placed on narrower lots. When
spaces were crowded as lots were narrowed,
a bay or an oriole window was added for
more interior space and light. The added bay
window became the dominant identifying
design feature of the San Francisco
[talianate. = They have tall doors and
windows and a small porch. The doors and
windows could be heavily framed, pediment,
or with rounded tops. A large chimney
dominated the structure. The roof is
typically bracketed to hold a slight overhang.
The general appearance is simple, formal,
and yet with strength for a small building
such as a house, the formality being the
simple layout and flat surfaces and the
strength of the detailed bracketing. There
was no pretense of “high style”. They were
just comfortable houses. The building had a
lightness that became a major design feature.
By the early 1900’s, after the influence of the
plan books and with the need for a quickly
and easily built house, the Italianate became
a “style” of choice in Point Richmond.
Many of the Italianate were built quickly and
relatively easily. Here they were built to be
much more functional, Direct, and suited to
the simpler needs of this new community.
There was much less applied decoration.
These houses had and still have a charm that



defies ostentation.

The Italianate in Point Richmond is more
formal than the popular bungalow, yet with a
floor plan that is efficient for comfortable
living. Obviously there is no maid service
per se as in the East or Europe, so there is no
need for the several flights of stairs and the
narrow halls of those styles. The interior
space is more functionally used.

There is a non-professional, relaxed air to
the designs, and more variety in theirs shapes
than elsewhere, as the houses are fit onto
their varied land forms. With no original
need for garages at the time they were built,
they stand tall, slender, and firm among their
neighbors. They are truly distinctive in their
varied shapes and by their Italianate details.
We hope that their initial flavor may persist as
they add a distinct character of gracious

refinement to our Point Richmond
housescape.
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San Francisco Italianate

PLZE2Z 2

Kelly Darling

Olivery* pizza shell/crust

1 oz can of S&W Italian stewed tomatoes

1 pkg Alpine lace fate free Mozzarelli cheese
1 8.5 oz can artichoke hearts in water
sliced mushrooms

sliced purple onion

fresh crushed garlic

Italian seasoning

Puree tomatoes, spread on pizza crust.
Spread cheese and top with vegies,
seasonings and crushed garlic

Many variations can be used, don’t limit the
recipe to these few items, but they
are a great combo. Try red peppers,
Italian squash, yellow crook neck
squash, egg plant...the possibilities
are endless. Just remember...No
Fat!

*I found the pizza crust at SaveMart in
Marin, back by the deli counter.
This does have a very small % of fat,
less than 15%.

11




Point

fginal Indians of
Dorg Richmong

wm. L Thompson

William L. Thompson, often called Louis by his
friends, was born in Point Richmond on F ebruary
17th, 1909, lived on Scenic Avenue, graduated from
Richmond Union High School and was the first
native Richmondite to go through medical school.
Dr. Thompson began his practice in 1940 at 9th &
Macdonald, later moving to 32nd & Macdonald
until that building was sold, at which time he moved
to an office on Broadway. In 1979, at age 70 and
after 39 years, he retired officially from medical
practice. However, his many loyal, local patients
continue to call him for advice. Thanks to Dr.
Thompson for his valuable contributions to our
written archives. Here is our eighth series from Dr.
Thompson, in which he describes the Indians who
lived in the Bay Area before most current inhabitants
arrived

Part Five

..... there was no evidence of human habitation in
the region. With the melting of the ice the sea
level gradually rose to its present level and the
hills were essentially an island. With the
obstruction of the channel by the Santa Fe tracks
the area silted up. My mother told me that when
she came here in 1902, small boats and barges
were sometimes tied up along the south side of
the tracks.

The wide marsh area and probable water

course would have made access to the hills
rather difficult. However these people had rafts
or small boats made from bundles of Tule
stalks. These reeds were tied together and the
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bundles tied together to make a usable raft.
They did not seem to be very seaworthy, but
they are said to have been able to cross the Bay.

These people had a wide variety of foods
available to them. The main staple of the
California Indians was the acorn, which was
dried, ground, and leached in water to soak out
the bitter tannins, and then made into a meal.
This and other ground seeds were used to make
a kind of mush which went by the Aztec name
of "pinole". The Indians of the area fed this to
Pedro Fages' men and the name of the town of
Pinole resulted.

However, acorns were not available in the
Point Richmond hills. Some may have been
carried over from the mainland but oaks are not
too available in the Berkeley Hills. Buckeyes
could be used as a substitute, but they were not
too plentiful either. This substitution was not
without danger because buckeyes contain a
poisonous substance called hydrocyanic acid.
The buckeyes had to be crushed, dried, and
leached in cold water for almost 24 hours to
remove the bitterness and toxin before they
were safe to use.

There were relatively few buckeyes in the
southern part of the ridge, so other foods had to
be used. They used soaproot, mushrooms,
hazelnuts, roots, and berries, including toyon
berries. The main food in this area, and the

T
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main reason they settled here, came from the
Bay. There were mussels, clams, oysters, and
some seaweeds. Other seafoods were the fish
caught with nets and harpoons. They
occasionally killed harbor seals. There were

Indians made baskets, which can be made
waterproof by use of pitch, but there are few
trees in the area that could supply pitch. Very
little is know about the basketry in the area,
however, and almost none has come down to us.

rabbits, squirrels, deer and
several kinds of birds, mostly
marine birds, and insects and
insect grubs were also eaten.

In most of this area,
houses were made with
frames of willow stems
thatched with various grasses
and reeds. However, here
there were few trees or bushes
large enough to form the
framework for a house. I
suspect that here also, bundles
of tules had to serve the
purpose. Tree bark was not
available  but  possibly
driftwood could have been
used if available.

It is my belief that Indian
residency in the Point
Richmond hills was seasonal,
mostly in the spring and early
summer. The reason for this is
the very scant availability of
fresh water. In my youth I
scoured this area rather
completely and found very
few springs, and what I found
all dried up in early summer,

Chipped obsidian arrowhead

The arrival of the white man
caused so much destruction in
this region that very little
evidence of the culture
remains. Water possibly
could have been carried in
skin bags. There was no
pottery. None of the
California Indians made
pottery except the Yokuts in
the lower San Joaquin Valley
and a few tribes along the
Colorado River in the
southeast.

I believe that these people
came to Potrero Hills in the
early spring, probably on
balsa rafts or by wading at
low water, and remained until
the water gave out, returning
to the Berkeley Hills where
creeks gave permanent water
supply. This move may also
have been beneficial to them
because by doing so they
avoided the toxicity of
shellfish, produced by the
microscopic organism of red
water. The shellfish obtain the

usually before the month of
July. It is possible that greater rainfall in early
spring may have prolonged this. There are also
large shell mounds on

Brooks Island and I can't see how it would
be possible to secure fresh water there. These

poison by eating the
organisms. It is not toxic to them but they store
it in deadly amounts. This occurs only in warm
months. For that reason people are warned not
to eat shellfish in the months without an "R".
The Indians had no alphabet.

13



Memories [pom

Dorothyy Kimles

It must have been mid 1941 when we moved
to the Point. My husband worked for the Santa Fe
Railroad at that time. Shortly after we arrived I
needed to buy groceries, especially baby food for
our daughter. So I walked around to Washington
and stopped at a store to ask if I could get a charge
account, at least until my husband was paid. They
said no! I then noticed there was another store
across the street, so I went in and explained that
my husband was paid every two weeks and they
said that that would be fine. I remember that store
very well and also the wonderful woman and her
daughter who operated the store. When they
would see me come in with my daughter Jeanie
they would run over to get her and usually sit her
on the counter and feed her niniature Hershey bars.
I will never forget their kindness.

Our landlady, Mrs. Williamson was also very
good to us. On my 21st birthday we had a big
party which lasted quite late and when I went over
to pay our rent at the end of the month she very
nicely said, “The next time you have your little
friends over, please have them go home a little
earlier.”

Interested in Scouting?

Boy Scout Troop 111 served the Point
Richmond Community for over fifty years. Itis in
the process of being reorganized. Also, it is hoped
to form a Cub Scout Pack in the Point again.

Scouting is for boys from ages 7, or in the first
grade, to age 18.

Anyone interested in information on scouting
activities, etc. or helping youth, call 223-5648 or
234-5334.

Notes from:

Caesar S. Frosini

(“Elder brother of our illustrious
Point Richmondite, Al Frosini”)

Your recent October 1994 photo of the
tunnel suddenly brought back an incident that
happened in 1924 or 1925.

The City of Richmond had proposed to build
the present Richmond Natatorium. All of the
land had been purchased except for an old sub-
standard small dwelling and owned by an
individual not willing to give up his home.
Finally City Hall decided that the time had come
to condemn the property. Soon the house movers
had jacked up the building with the owner inside
as he refused to vacate the premises. The
incident was viewed by a large crowd as the
movers towed the dwelling and owner to a new
location. I believe the dwelling that I am
referring to is illustrated directly on the front
cover of the October issue.

Shortly thereafter your present Natatorium
was built and enjoyed by hundreds of younsters
including yours truly. What a relief not to swim
at the foot of Western Drive (Bono’s) as the
sewer line emptied out in the bay about 50 feet
from shore. Us kids would generally wait for
high tide and never swam at low tide!
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Washington School
June, 1922
This 6” X 9” faded green construction covered booklet has an orange crayon poppy on the cover and
is tied together on the left side with a faded half-inch wide orange satin ribbon. The purple mimeograph

lettering is also faded with age. The original writing insed is by hand. This is the sixth installment, )
In 1950

Having saved enough money by 1950 to buy an old Ford, I left my two acre ranch in charge of my
foreman, Henry Fulharson, and started on a vacation trip.

I decided to see my old home town first and while I was driving along the street whom did I see by
Joe Condon. He was a physician with offices in San Francisco. He was just going to get his flying
machine to make the trip to his office. Near the Mechanics Bank I saw Hunt's Beauty Parlor. [ wondered
if it could be Edith’s.

Driving along San Pablo I saw a sign which read, “Buy your eggs from Joe Palenchar”. I thought I
would like to see him so I stopped at his chicken ranch. He was old and wrinkled. While I was talking
to him an old lady came running out of the house shaking a rolling pin and crying, “Did you spill ashes
on the carpet, Joe?” I recognized her as Mary Prola, our famous chatter-box.

Next I passed the city hall at Stege and saw a crowd of people trying to get in. I tried, too, and saw
Judge McCracken try Alfred Perricone for speeding.

That night I stayed in San Francisco and went to the Civic Auditorium to hear a famous poet, Glenn
Wilson. He read some of his best known poems amoung them, “Going to the Movies”. | congratulated
him and he told me there was to be a motor bicycle race at San Carlos the next day. Glenn and [ went
to see it. The winner Joe Brazil, came in one inch ahead.

Traveling eastward I reached Salt Lake City. Walking through the crowded streets I accidentally
bumped into a severe dignified man and knocked him down. He was ready to call a policeman when he
suddenly laughed and said, “Hello, Lewis.” It was the well known lawyer, Silven Lacher. He asked me
to have dinner with him. As we entered a cafe I stopped with amazement as | read on the window, “Try
Gannon’s oyster stew”. We found Cornelius in a white cap and apron presiding over the kitchen.

In the evening we went to a circus. Of course we saw the side shows and found in the perpetual gum
chewer, guaranteed to chew while she slept, another friend. Can you guess who she was? The tickets
were sold by a clown. He pointed and laughed at us but Silven recognized in the painted face the famous
smile of Willie Kollar.

He told us that he had spent his vacation in Texas, on the ranch of Howard Arnold. He told us some
of his experiences in roping cattle, but the most exciting experience was when he was arrested by
Warden Ciabattari for killing a deer out of season.

The next weeks by Ford and I had some tough climbs but finally reached Chicago. About the city
were posters bearing the message “Vote for Lena Ceridono for United States Senator”. Chicago was a
beautiful city. A man by the name of Solich was mayor. I went to see him but be had just started for
Washington to hold a conference with President Childs.

But now I had to turn back for my Ford was wearing out. It had been a pleasant vacation, especially
the meeting of the old friends.
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o Honor

I was browsing through a book recently
titted The Vince Lombardi Scrapbook.
Lombardi was the celebrated and legendary
professional football coach of the famous
Green Bay Packers team. He mentioned that
the privilege of coaching Travis Williams of
Richmond, California would make him
reconsider retiring as coach of the Packers.
Lombardi said that Williams would become
one of the greatest football players of all time.

Travis Williams, a former Harry Ells High
School and Contra Costa College football
standout nicknamed The Roadrunner, returned
kickoffs and rushed for Vince Lombardi’s
legendary Green Bay Packers. In 1967, his
rookie season, he averaged 42 yards per return,
a National Football League season record that
still stands.

An injured knee in 1972 cut short his
career. Returning to his home, a series of bad
luck, bad choices and hard-living soon made
him a member of the homeless in the city of
Richmond.

In 1988, encouraged by Susan Prather,
Contra Costa County’s homeless advocate, he
made a gallant effort to fight back. Williams
began demonstrating for the rights of the
homeless, attracting national attention to the
issue.

Travis Williams died of heart failure in
1991. On November 5, 1994, a Vanessi’s in
San Francisco, a fund raiser for the Travis
Williams Foundation will be held. This will be
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by Allan Smith

a start for an ambitious plan for a celebrity
benefit album and charitable dedication to
Travis Williams, the one-time Green Bay
Packers kick-return sensation who ended up
homeless on the streets of Richmond.

Phone Susan Prather at 510-524-8266 for
more information.

)

Cesar Frosini’s
Sports Memories

I recall several locals that credited the pool
for their swimming endeavors. Mary
(Perricone) Babich and Ed Westman were
outstanding and won awards. Al Brignone was
a diving clown who could dive and cause a
splash that would reach and wet by-standers on
the balcony!

When I was 16 life guard training was
made available and 1 joined and graduated.
Later my training helped me to rescue several
persons.

Mr. Allan Smith mentions the Oakland
Museum exhibit illustrating Point Richmond’s -
Loyd Chirstopher who played for the Oakland
Oaks. Allan did you know that Loyd’s older
brother Russ Christopher, a pitcher, played in
the major league’s for several years.



Windbaves

Revisited

Living legends, Virgilia Metzger,
Lafayette, and her sister, Helen Farres,
Sacramento, returned to Winehaven where
they were born, to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Richmond Museum of
History. Winehaven, once the largest
winery in the world, is now a national
historical landmark.

Their parents, Marie and Edward
George Maertins, were forced to evacuate
with their two small boys after
the April 19, 1906 San
Francisco earthquake. It was
son, Carl's second birthday but
their 8 month's old son did not
survive the intense cold while
they waited for a train to take
them away.

Edward had been a zither
instructor in San Francisco but
decided to become a Wine
Chemist with his first job at
Winehaven. "Mama made the
filter bags for father on her own
sewing machine", exclaimed
perky 82 year old Virgilia.

"He built the family house
up the hill past all the cottages
above the winery. The house is

Mid Dornan

no longer there. But, the cherry tree I
planted when I was about six years old is
still there!"

"Five of us were born at Winehaven,"
said 75 year old Helen, “Harold, Virgilia,
Robert, Victor and me. I am the youngest.
Mama was midwife to lots of babies.”
Virgilia and Helen both laugh when
remembering this. “She was the only one
with a Doctor book!”




"ife was wonderful then. We swam,
rafted, played along the wonderful beach. No
one bothered us. It was safe”, reminisced
Helen. “We had our own garden. The
Chinese cooks at the hotel were good to us
giving us treats and pies.” At the grape juice
house, John Miller let us have all we wanted
to drink,” added Virgilia.

"Father was also the Postmaster at
Winehaven. And, he kept cigarettes, candy
and cigars for sale on the other side of the
post office. People even came from the
Quarry to buy."

“Father believed in education,” said
Virgilia, “I was the youngest graduate at
Richmond High. I was 16. By June 7th 1 was
in college." The girls attended schools at
Washington, Lincoln, Roosevelt and
Longfellow too.

When Helen learned her schooldays
chum, Betty Dornan, was in attendance, she
excitedly left to find her to renew old
friendships. It was with love, affection and
excitement the sisters reminisced about their
former home at Winehaven.
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Winehaven

This information compiled mostly from the Richmond
Museum Association Newsletter, “The Mirror”

It’s hard to convince some that Winehaven,

located on the Contra Costa county shoreline was

once the world’s largest winery. The historic old

winery was built in 1908 and is on the Point

Molate Naval Fuel Depot. It has been the
property of the U.S. Navy since 1941.

Winehaven was constructed by the
California Wine Association who moved from
San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake. In
addition to the buildings used in winemaking,
Winehaven had twenty to twenty-five houses in
a row on the hill above the winery which housed
the married workers and their families. Other
workers lived at the 29 room Winehaven Hotel
and aboard the City of Stockton, a riverboat
anchored in the cove. As many as 120 workers
were regularly employed at Winehaven, and
during the peak of the season that number might
grow to over 400.

The winery had more that 3,000 vats for
aging wine, the largest was 58 feet in
circumference with a capacity of 25,800 gallons.
15,000,000 bottles were kept on hand to
replenish the supplies in the 8,000,000 bottle
capacity warehouse. In season grapes rolled in
by trainload or were brought in by riverboat from
the interior valleys. There was a wharf 1,800 feet
long constructed out to deep water. Shipping
capacity was 500,000 gallons a month and 40
ships sailed annually for New York alone.
Winehaven had bulk tankers that every day

carried 300 barrels to wine thirsty San Francisco.,

The winery was put out of business by
Prohibition in January of 1920 when bungs were
knocked out of vats and 240,000 gallons of wine
was drained into the bay.
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Dear Pam:
I certainly enjoy “This Point”
Newsletter. Enclosed is my check for

renewing my subscription. It’s nice to read
about people that you knew as a child.

I grew up with the Smith’s, the Stark’s,
the Dornan’s, the Bartram’s, the Frosini’s,
the Allyn’s, the Kellegahn’s and many many
more.

I was born at the old Cottage Hospital.

I left in late 1943 and returned in 1991
for family reasons. Since 1951 I have lived
in beautiful Phoenix, Arizona and love it
(heat and all). We just finished a trip
through Alaska, the Yukon Territory and the
inland passage, great country!

Keep up the good work,
Spiro Cakos
Phoenix, Arizona
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Names to 1936 second
grade class photo in the
October issue

Top Row 6. Florence
(left to right) 7
8.

L. 9.
2. Jimmy Sharp 10.
3. Russ Read 1=
4. Loren Smith i
5. 13.
6. Russell Paasch 14. Allan Dorney
7. Billy Dennis
8. Freddie Rich

Bottom Row

9. Dale Huffstetter (left to right)

10. Silvio Granada
11.

1. Royce Ong
12. 2. Alex McCook
. 3. Julia Carrera
Middle Row 4. Leo Forner
(left to right) 5
6. Patty Bill
il 7.
2 8. Virginia Stark
3. Willbur Hill 9.
4. Leroy Walker 10. Frank Smith
5. Loraine Walker 11.2? Granado



October 28 - December 17

Me and My Girl takes us back to pre-war
England when life was sweeter.
Produced originally in the thirties,
revamped in the 80’s to become a major
Broadway hit, this is the story ofa
cockney layabout who inherits an
Earldom if he can prove his worthiness.
With contagiously hummable songs that
you probably know but can’t place, this is
a show with humor, music, dancing and a
lot of heart. Directed by Ron Rogge.

24 hr reservations: (510) 232-4031
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William ‘Bill’ Dennis died at his Golden Gate
Avenue home on Monday, October 10 of a heart
attack. Age 65. A native of Richmond, Bill lived
most of his life in the Point. After attending
Richmond schools, he served in the U.S. Air
Force. He was a draftsman. He is survived by his
sister, Diana Spinola and two nieces.
Arangements were by Schmidt Dixon Mortuary.
No services were held.

X

Helen Mae Skelton died on September 22, 1994
of lung cancer. She was 78. Helen was a long
time resident of the Point and was a member of the
Women’s Westside Improvement Club. She is
survived by her son, Richard Myers of Richmond.
Arangements were by Civic Center Chapel of
Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries. No services were

held.
S

Russell William Read, retired after 35 years as
a supervisor for Chevron USA, Richmond, died at
a Martinez hospital. Russell was a lifelong
resident of West County. He was a Navy vetran ol
the Korean Conflict and a member of the Civil Alr
Patrol in Oakland; sons in Retirement branch 48,
Richmond; Internaltional Union of Petroleum
Industrial Workers; Point Richmond History
Association and Chevron Retirees Association.

He is survived by his wife, Beatrice Read of El
Cerrito.
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Ann Greiner Mary Ann Gaspard Linda Feyder
Jason McGill Chris Bradshaw Bethany Reynolds
Betty Dornan Craig Seaborg Kay Pinkerton
Elsie Spinola Bo Amantite Bobbies Boziki
Clare Doherty Kenny Paasch Shirley Butt
Kevin Fong Gary Shows Jack Elle
Dennis Dornan Mike Price Aubyn Eakles
Joe Savill Shane Thomas Marj Bellati
Marianne Forbes

Les Crim

Hal Marshall

Nicole Vargo

Matthew Berman
James Cheshareck, Sr.
James Cheshareck, Jr.
Ida Giacomelli

Linda Cheshareck
Claudia LeGue
Michael Brown

Lance Rotting

Albert & George Kollar
Theodore W. Beck
Paul Cort

Lynn Rendler

Do ot equate money with success. There are many successﬁd moneymakers

who are miserable failures as human beings. What counts most about

success s how a person achieves it.
-Lloyd Shearer
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| would like to join the P.R.H.A.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Type of membership (check one):

Single $18.00
Senior (65+) 12.00
Family 25.00

History Preserver 50.00
Corporate Sponsor 75.00
History Maker 100.00

Membership in the Point Richmond History

POINT...in time” newsletter (nine issues). Please
make your check payable to the Point Richmond
History Association and mail it to:
Pam Wilson
521 Western Drive
Point Richmond, CA 94801

Association includes a one year subscription to “THIS

If you would like to have birthdays noted in the
newsletter, please include names and months.

Articles for each issue are due on or before the
deadline printed in the calendar section.
Please mail articles and items of interest to:
Gary Shows
229 Golden Gate Avenue
Point Richmond, CA 94801
or
fax 510-233-0762
“This Point...in time” is a publication of the Point
Richmond History Association, a non-profit
organization at:

139 % Wasington Avenue
Point Richmond, CA 94801
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part of
any article or image without written permission of the
Point Richmond History Association is prohibited.

Board of Directors:

Mid Dornan, President
Elizabeth McDonald, Vice President
Jerry Cerkanowicz, Secretary
Muriel Clausen, Treasurer
Mary Highfill, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Wiison, Membership
Anne Hanzlik, Programs
Gary Shows, Newsletter Editor
Phyllis Scaglund, Fund Raising
Sarah Eeles, Archives/Oral History
James Cheshareck, Archives

Contributors to this Issue:

Gary Shows Editor
Dennis Schaefer Asst. Editor
Mid Dornan Articles
Muriel Clausen Article

Dr. William Thompson Article

Don Church/Allan Smith

Phone Numbers

Mid Dornan 510-234-5334
Gary Shows 510-235-1336
Fax 510-233-0762

Historic Photos

Jerry Cerkanowicz Proof/Article
Pam Wilson Membership Info
Allan Smith Articles

Jean Reynolds Article
Delphina Franco Article
Righmond Museum Assn. Information
Oakland Tibune Information
Dan Reed Information
Virgilia Metzger Information
Helen Farres Information
Dorothy Kinsley Article
Caesar S. Frosini Article
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I Tuesday

November 2
Tuesday

November 8
November 9
Wednesday

November 11
Friday

November 12-13
Sat. & Sun.

November 18
Friday

November 24
Thursday

November 26
Saturday

November 29
Tuesday

December 6
Tuesday

December 14
Wednesday

November, 1994

Women’s Westside Improvement Club Meeting,
11:30am, Point Richmond Methodist Church

Election Day

Point Richmond Business Association Meeting
Noon, Hotel Mac

Veteran’s Day

Richmond Museum of History Junque &
Treasure Faire, see page

DEADLINE FOR THE WINTER ISSUE, TPIT
Thanksgiving
Point Richmond Tree Lighting Ceremony

at dusk, Indian Statue Park

Point Richmond Neighborhood Council Meeting
7:30pm, Point Community Center

Women’s Westside Improvement Club Meeting,
11:30am, Point Richmond Methodist Church

Point Richmond Business Association
Christmas Party, 5pm, Hotel Mac

L______-_______J



