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By Mid Dornan 

From the 
President 

 Point Richmond Historyôs Annual 
meeting on Sunday, May 15th, 2:00 p.m. is 
at the Point Richmond Community Center, 
139 Washington Ave.  Everyone is  invited 
and if you are interested in being on or a 
part of the board, it is the day we elect 
officers for a year.  We especially invite 
you to come if you were you born in the 
Point?  Have lived here 30-40-50 
years?  Have a special memory,  were a 
former Boy Scout, Girl Scout, Camp Fire 
Girl?   Are you a relative of a pioneer? 
Come hear and share why the  volunteer 
PRHA keeps active.  Have any old pictures 
of the Point or stories?  Bring them as well. 
You will be treated to an interesting 

presentation by Caitlin Harvey about the 
interesting ñcompanyô cottages that are 
scattered throughout Point Richmond. 
See you there! 

Point Richmond History Association 

Keller Beach in March 
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Thank you members for your renewal: 
 

Frank & Kristine Lazaro Family 
Bill & Arduina Smith Family 
Karen Kittle/Point Realty 
Sandi Genser-Maack & Lynn  

 Maack** 
Dixie Mello 
Darlene Wright 
Ken & Kay Madison Family 
Richard & Roberta Palfini** 
Rosemary & Doug Corbin** 
Dee Rosier 
Patricia Dornan** 
Ken Blonski & Louise Fender** 
Eric Munkres 
Lydia & Evan Jahromi Family 
Karen Buchanan** 
Pat Pearson 
Bob Armstrong** 
Connie Healy 
Thomas R. Williams 
Marc E. Bisio 
Mrs. Grace Cerkanowicz 
Velma Healy 
Brenda McKinley 
 
A warm welcome to new member: 
 

Virginia Moonney Family 
 
*Gift Membership 
**Special Supporter, Thank You! 

Thank You! To  

Santa Fe Market 

For distributing 

ñTHIS POINTé..in timeò  
 

Support our local retailers 
 

Visit our little museum and view our 

slide show of historic Point 

Richmond photos. 

Open Thursdays and Saturdays 

11:30 am- 2:00 pm 

The Cover: 

First sunny day after many days 

of rain in downtown Point 

Richmond. 

ñSunning the Fire Trucksò 
 

Thanks to the Volunteers who open and 
close our museum two days each week 

 

Mid Dornan 
Pat Pearson 
Bonnie Jo Cullison 
Heinz Lankford 
Gary Shows 
Lori Kauth 
Caitlin Harvey 
Virginia Mooney 
Jean Rose 
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Gary Shows  
 

garyshows@gmail.com  

How about this beautiful weather!  
Spring is my favorite time of  the year, had to 
go out and ñfindò my water meter in the lush 
undergrowth!  I seems that the nasturtiums 
and golden poppies are especially hardy this 
year. 

I have done some work on our website, 
www.pointrichmondhistory.org.  The 
newsletter PDFôs are up to date and have 
made a separate audio/visual page that 
contains some old videos of ñIndian Statue 
Dayò, the moving of our little museum, an old 
Doug McConnel ñBack Roadsò and the 1910 
lightweight championship fight that brought 
over 15,000 people to the Point.  Audio from 
our last several May general meetings are also 
there. 

 
 The deadline for the next issue is May 

27, 2016. 
 
Thanks to the volunteers at our last 

mailing party at Midôs home:  And thank you 
Mid for allowing us to use your home for our 
staple/folding/labeling party and meeting. 

 

Gary Shows 
Pam Wilson 
Bonnie Jo Cullison 
Caitlin Harvey 
Mid Dornan 
Marcelina Smith 
Karen Buchanan 
Heinz Lankford 
Kathe Kiehn 

Editorôs Notes Thank You! Our Special Supporters! 

History Makers 
Donna Wilson 

Doug & Rosemary Corbin 

Kathe Kiehn 

John A. Thiella & Rosa T. Casazza 

Roberta & Richard Palfini 

Patricia Dornan 

Les Crim 

Norm and Jean Reynolds 

Fernando & Becky Garcia 

David Janes 

The Bartram-Owens Family 

Erica & Barry Goode 

Burl Willes  

Garry & Maryn Hurlbut  

Jeanne Pritchard 

Joe Pritchard 

Bob Armstrong 
 

History Preservers 
Royce Ong 

Kevin, Rene® & Griffin Kne e 

Sandi Genser-Maack & Lynn Maack 

Margaret Morkowski  

Maurice & Margaret Doherty 

Zoe Egger 

Linda Newton 

H. Abigail Bok & David Gotlieb 

Tom & Shirley Butt 

The Dolberg Family 

Bernie McIntosh 

Don & Ingrid Lindemann  

Roberta & Tim Montgomery  

Mary Crosby & Tom Piazza 

Karen Buchanan 
Norma Wallace 

Patti, Stephanie & Stephen Kowalski 

Don & Carole Woodrow  

Marilyn Darling  

Richmond Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Linda Andrew-Marshall 

Gloria & Mark Maltagliati  

Anne Brussok-Roth 

Ken Blonski & Louise Fender 
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Mid Dornan   (510 -234-5334) (middornan@gmail.com)  

A-Mid Trivia 

QUESTION: What percentage of U.S. homes 
only have a landline and do not rely on 
cellphones?   

            Answer at end of Trivia. 
 

   *** 
 

It is hard to believe our country was founded 
to avoid taxation! 

*** 

Check and Mark your calendar NOW for our 
Annual Point Richmond History Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, May 15th at the Community 
Center.  Learn more history of where you live or 
once did. Watch for your invitation in May. 

*** 

Plan to donate your acceptable items to the 
Methodist Annual Junktique Sale before Saturday, 
May 5th. 

*** 

The Methodist Church WILL be serving the 
famous óBoy Scout Troop 111ô Buttermilk 
Pancakes on Memorial Day,  Saturday, May 7th.  
Kids used to have sleepovers coming to the church 
for this special pancake breakfast. 

*** 

If adorable five-year-old óValerieô , 
accompanied by her mother and energized younger 
little brother selling Girl Scout cookies, didnôt stop 
by your place, you missed a joy of 
childhood.  When the cookies were delivered, 
Valerie even included a lovely, signed Thank You 
note.  (Priceless training for such a young child) 

*** 

This unseasonal warm February weather 
provided  the  Bay Trail an ideal and welcome site 
to engage yourself on foot or on wheels.  (thanks to 
Bruce Beyeart for his huge contribution to the 
Trail)  Do whatever your legs will let you as long 
and as often. 

*** 

The worldôs largest light sculpture turned on 

for good on the Bay Bridge before Super Bowl 50.   
The 25,000 LED lights fastened to cables on the 
western span of the bridge originally were planned 
as a temporary public arts project.  However 
Illuminate the Arts, a non-profit group, raised $4 
million to restore them. The largest chunk of 
money, $2 million,  came from Peninsula 
philanthropist Tad Taube. Artist Leo Villareal 
created the sculpture by programming the lights to 
flicker and dim at night in patterns he likens to a 
music composition. 

*** 

Californiaôs state flower, the Golden Poppy, 
bursts in color in appreciation of a little rain.  A 
State flower since 1903, April 6th is California 
Poppy Day.   

*** 

Do Veteranôs still sell Poppies that 
Commemorate World War I?  Flanders Field is a 
common English name for World War l and the 
war poem, written by a Canadian, begins  ñIn 
Flanders Field the Poppies Grow, between the 
crosses, row on row, that mark our place, and in 
the skyé.. 

*** 

The average dog sleeps 12-14 hours.  Most 
spend another 30% of their day lying around 
awake. 

*** 

In a span of 66 years we went from taking 
flight to landing on the moon. 

*** 

Swimming  vs golfing and calisthenics may 
be the best exercise to lower the risk of falls. This 
may be because swimming develops strong and 
stable core muscles, which help with balance. 

*** 

The Richmond Museum of History honored 
retiring volunteer, Marsha Tomassi,  for the 
hundreds or thousands of hours spent organizing 
and completing  the Museumôs financial, 
accounting records. Because of her work, it was 

TPIT 
Exclusive 
since 1984 
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Mid Dornan and Lara Choe on Easter Day 

at the Point Richmond Methodist Church. 

 

Photo is from Lara Choe 

reported ñthe most accurate as it has ever been in 
the  61-year history of the 
RMA.   Congratulations Marsha! 

***   

Put a wooden spoon over the top of your pot 
to prevent spills when things boil.  It pops the 
steam bubbles. 

*** 

Aging seems to be the only available way to 
a longer life. 

*** 

Fashion is what someone else tells you what 
to wear.  Style is about your personal expression. 

*** 
The hardest thing in life to  learn is which 

bridge to cross and which bridge to burn. 
*** 

The flowering plum trees in February were a 
spectacular public show of color lining our 
Point streets.  Many of the trees were a service 
project of the Richmondôs Junior Womenôs 
Club, óPlant a Tree in ô53ô. 

*** 

Point Richmond Composer George Peter 
Tingleyôs smile couldnôt be wider with joy 
when he listened as his compositions, ñThe 
Great Conversationsò and ñTuesday 
Tangoò,  being played by the San Francisco 
Munich Trio, Rebecca Rust, Cello, Friedrich 
Edelman, bassoon, and Chris Salocks, piano, 
during their Classical Concert at the Methodist 
Church.  They are in the repertoire in their 
International  Concerts.   

*** 

If you were a student at  Harry Ells a 
number years ago, you may remember being 

very happy, at the end of the day reading the 
school paper (Published by the students) which 
read ñNo School Tomorrow, Friday, April 
1st.ò.   The next day, when parents were called 
asking why their child was not it school they 
replied,   ñThe  school, paper read óno 
schoolô.  Proving people often never read to the 
end of an article. Bottom line of the school paper 
read ñApril Foolò 

*** 

Mothers Day card: 
A good mother will let you lick the beaters. 
A better Mother  will turn them off first. 

*** 

  
ANSWER: Only 8% of homes rely 

entirely  on landlines, (Wall Street Journal) 
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By Dee Rosier 

510-232-1387 

drosier@sbcglobal.net 

  
Moving right along, we celebrated 

Valentineôs Day, St. Patrickôs and an early Easter, 
as well as adjusting to a change in time.   The 
much needed rain came and stayed a while.   

The stage of readiness for a new parish 
directory approaches reality.  Many different 
sources were reviewed and incorporated prior to 
the final proofing, which will soon be in the hands 
of the printer. 

Thanks are extended to Anne Brussok, Diane 
Siegmund, Beth Lewin and Dee Rosier, as well as 
the parishioners who readily responded to be 
included.     

The Parish Council welcomed new member 
Mike Sommers.  The position of Secretary remains 
vacant.  Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7PM in the church hall.  Should you 
have an item for discussion, you are welcome to 
attend.  The next meeting will require a change of 
hats in order to finalize the budget.  They will then 
be known as the Finance Committee. 

Bible Study classes are also held in the 
church hall every other Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 
PM.  Upcoming dates are included in the church 
website.  The group recently went on an ñin-

betweenò meeting excursion and Lenten activity to 
see the movie ñRisen.ò  It was an enjoyable outing 
which resulted in conversation around the events 
seen in the movie.   Attendance and participation is 
increasing.  Anne Brussok is the facilitator and the 
meetings are open to the neighborhood/
community. 

New roses have been planted and before long 
will welcome everyone with their splash of color.  
Someone recently asked Father if they could 
donate a rose in memory of a loved one and his 
reply was extremely positive.   What a grand idea. 

The electrical upgrade of lights for the 
Sanctuary has commenced.  Thirteen new energy 
efficient LED lights were installed overhead.   Two 
new beam lights will illuminate the statues of The 
Virgin Mary and St. Joseph.  Also included are 
new switches and electrical outlets placed and 
spaced along the entire length of the Communion 
rail.  Much of the work will be done as dollars 
become available.   

The stabilization and restoration of the Rose 
Window facing West Richmond Avenue has taken 
place.  The deteriorated woodwork has been 
replaced as well as the exterior faade trim painted 
which captures a distinctive look from previous 
decades.  The broken window on the town facing 
side has been repaired, as well as the crumbling 
steps and step tread leading up to the Sacristy.  The 
final two repairs were done by a competent 
handyman recommended by a parishioner. 

We are fortunate to have been given a 
wonderful parish community, a living faith that 
continues to be of support to many and a beautiful 
church which we are always in the process of 
renewing.   

The Sacrament of First Communion is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 15.  My long-time 
kindergarten friends and I all received our First 
Holy Communion on the same day.  We celebrated 
the first birthday of our group at my Pt. Richmond 
home.   

The Diocesan Annual Chrism Mass was held 
at Christ the Light Cathedral.  All parishes were 

 invited and encouraged to participate in the 
Mass where the Sacramental oils are blessed and 

Church News 
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distributed.  
Our present Pope is unique and into modern 

day technology.  Join him on Instagram ï 
ñFranciscoò, who has a million followers.   

Get well wishes and prayers continue for:  
Dean Smith, Jim Cheshareck, Frankie and Dixie 
Mello. 

Condolences to the family of Elvira Garcia.  
Known as ñVeeò, she was a loyal, long-time 
member of the parish.  Many years ago, she worked 
at C&H Sugar in Crockett along with some of my 
family. 

Condolences are also extended to the entire 
Siegmund family in the death of the Matriarch of our 
Parish, Angie Kirkpatrick.  Angie and a group of 
other women were always present in the church hall 
serving  her delicious beans at our annual BBQôs.  
Her hands were always there to help.  Services are 
pending.   

Thanks to Spring Break we are able to visit 
with the students who have moved away ï good to 
see Sean Diaz back for a few.   

The Wong family was all smiles as their latest 

grandchild was baptized.  How lucky can one be?   
The Jensen boys, our favorite gift servers, have 

moved to Fairfax.  Their angelic smiles will be 
missed. 

Florence Wilson can now see forever and in 
living color since her cataract surgeries. 

The rumor from Italy is that Elizabeth 
Hertzberg, our Soprano, is engaged to an Italian 
Attorney.   

Wishes of happiness are sent their way. 
Cynthia Young has been nominated as Teacher 

of the Year in the Mt. Diablo School District.  We 
send our votes.   

Diane Diani celebrated Easter in Hawaii along 
with family members. 

 
See you in Church 
 
 
EVERY DAY MAY NOT BE GOOD, 
BUT THERE IS SOMETHING GOOD 
IN EVERY DAY    

Brickyard Cove  just prior to development  PRHA Archive picture #1004-Charles Smith 
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Jean Reynolds 

510-734-3942 

sweetheart05@mac.com 

Sweetheart Dinner: Russ and Kristi Johnson 
were decreed Sweethearts for 2016 at the 
Nineteenth Annual Sweetheart Dinner on February 
20, at Point San Pablo Yacht Club. The 
celebration included Tom Butt as Master of 
Ceremonies. Kristiôs youngest sister, Kay Mink 
shared about Russ and Kristiôs first meeting. She 
introduced them, but it took a while for sparks to 
fly. Carol Honas, Kristiôs other sister sent a video 
message since she was keynote speaker at another 
event that night. Al Garrotto and wife Esther 
shared about Russ and Kristiôs wedding 
adventures. Kristiôs school principals Pam 
Neudecker and Samantha Hobbs told about 
Kristiôs signature words and actions as a teacher. 
They mimicked her to a ñteeò. Pastor Dan Damon 
shared all the things he learned from Russ ï the 
location of every bar in Marin where Dan might be 
hired to play the piano. Dan said he plans to 
charge Kristi a dollar for every word she says 
during announcements at worship, but that he can 
count on less time for the sermon when she shares. 
Heinz Lankford and Kathe Kiehn grandly passed 
the Scepter to the new reigning Sweethearts, 
although we know the saying is true: ñonce a 
sweetheart, always a sweetheart.ò 

On March 19, Vickie Zabarte shared her 
talent and love for jazz standards in an intimate 
concert accompanied by Dan Damon on piano. 
Many of us had heard Vickie sing as various 
characters in musicals at the Masquers Theater, 
but this time she got to offer us the music she likes 
best. Danôs inspired solo licks on the piano went 
way beyond how he plays at the Hotel Mac or 
Sunday worship. It was clear they both loved the 
chance to perform. Attendees donated to support 
Saffron Strand, a non-profit agency designed to 
give people who are homeless the various tools 
and life skills they need to change their 
circumstances. CEO Yvonne Nair shared how 
Saffron Strandôs dedicated staff and volunteers 
help members succeed when other programs have 
failed. Their office is located next to the Santa Fe 
Market at 147 W. Richmond Ave. Stop in to 
witness firsthand the life-changing work they do. 

On Easter, March 27, the weather was 
especially beautiful for the early worship service 
in the garden. The birds sang along with the 
congregation, and the flowers danced along as the 
people sang and moved to ñChrist is Risen from 
the Dead, Glory! Halleluia!ò Rachel Herrin, Linda 
Andrew-Marshall, Norm and Jean Reynolds made 
breakfast: Cheesy Amish Eggs this time instead of 
Methodist Eggs. After Sunday school, worship 
followed in the sanctuary. The choir sang ñThe 
Lord is My Shepherdò ala the theme song of ñThe 
Vicar of Dibleyò. Children hunted for Easter Eggs 
in the back yard with baskets already loaded with 
treats before the hunt. Debbie and Bill Benko and 
Manuel Navidad hid eggs and made sure everyone 
found enough to feel loved.  

In February and March we collected coins 
and cash in memory of Helen Valentine to support 
families served by Heifer International. Heifer 
International, which provides animals and training 
to change the nutrition and earning power of 
families, was dear to Helenôs heart, and we 
remember her and her baking prowess by using a 
ceramic pie plate to collect the donations. The 
Sunday school class will decide which animals to 
ñbuyò with the funds.  

During Lent, we collected new, huggable, 
stuffed animals for children served by the 
Richmond Family Justice Center. Families who 
experience disruption from domestic violence and 
other ills get assistance at the Center. Their 
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children are comforted with a stuffed toy as they 
face new challenges.  

 
On the Calendar: 
Tingley Day: Sunday, May 1, 11:00 AM 

Celebrate the creativity of our Composer in 
Residence, George Peter Tingley. Our morning 
worship will allow some of Georgeôs 
compostitions to relay the eternal messages of 
love, struggle and hope. 

Junktique: Bring items to donate in 
April: Wednesdays and Saturdays 10:00 AM to 
Noon, Thursdays 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. (Please, 
no clothing, shoes, hide-a-beds, exercise 
equipment, metal frame recliners, or particleboard 
furniture.) For items too large to deliver, contact 
Jonathan, jnscons@comcast.net; Betty, 
BettyGraeham@gmail.com; or phone Bill (510) 
232-4155. Got muscles? Email Jonathan or Betty 
to help with pickups. 

Junktique Sale Day: Saturday, May 7, 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Huge yard and basement 
sale featuring housewares, furniture, books, toys, 
electronics, glassware, and numerous one-of-a-
kind items. Lunch served from 11:00 AM: 
Minestrone, chili, meat or vegi hotdogs, and pie 
by the slice. It is the bargain seekerôs paradise! 

This is our largest fund-raiser of the year. We 
know with your help it will be the best ever! 

Junktique 2: Monday, May 30, 9:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM; Real Buttermilk Pancake Breakfast at 
8:00 AM until 11:00 AM We are having a 
basement sale and Pancake Breakfast even though 
the Masquersô All Point Richmond Yard Sale is 
cancelled, and hope that many of you in the 
neighborhood will also have yard sales that day. It 
is too much fun for the tradition to end. Agreed? 

June 4, 2:00 PM: Dennis Johnson, Classical 
Piano Recital. Dennis Johnson returns for 
another of his fabulous recitals. Suggested 
donation: $15. No one turned away for lack of 
funds. All proceeds to benefit ñSpirit In Actionò, 
a non-profit which awards business grants to 
individuals, families and communities in several 
countries in Africa. See more at 
www.spiritinaction.org 

June 5, Sunday, 6:00 PM: Potluck and 
Program with Katherine Parker. Katherine is 
currently a missionary to Nepal and is back on the 
continent to report on her efforts to improve 
sanitation, water quality, and healthcare for the 
Nepalese. Bring a dish to share and hear her 
stories. 

 At Brickyard Cove  just prior to development  PRHA Archive picture #1013-Charles Smith 
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The first regular meeting of 2016 was 
celebrated with red in honor of the monthôs heart
-centered theme inspired by Valentineôs Day. 
The tables were set with red tablecloths. Colorful 
centerpieces included heart-shaped table toppers 
centered on heart-themed mats covered by lace 
doilies. (The layered decor creates a bigger 
impact.) Heart-themed luncheon napkins 
completed the ñheart-feltò decor.  Separately, a 
side serving table holding contributions of 
homemade desserts, coffee, and tea featured a 
lace cloth draped over a bright red cloth. 

President Linda Newton called the meeting 
to order shortly after twelve noon, welcoming the 
room full of members. She offered thanks on 
behalf of the group to hostesses for the month 
Margaret Jordan (head), Gay Timmons and 
Doris Mitchell. WWIC hostesses prepare the 
room for the luncheon, serve coffee and tea to 
members, and provide and serve dessert, a 
responsibility which rotates through the 
membership. For the luscious decor, we thanked 
Diane Hirano and Kathe Kiehn. Linda 
announced member birthdays, including: Lori 
Kauth (6th), Peggy Thow (14th), and Gail 
Eierweiss (18th). 

A highlight of the meeting was Anne 
Buchananôs report on the field trip to Rosie 
the Riveter held in January. The group enjoyed 
their good fortune and Anneôs good planning in 
hearing National Park Ranger and local hero 
Betty Reid Soskin tell a story about her trip to 
the White House. Can we say? Medal of Honor!! 
It was explained that presidents have the option 
of anointing individuals with said medal, and that 
the traditional manner is via a ñslip of the hand,ò 
which is just how it happened for Richmondôs 
Betty. We could not be more proud. 

Moving to announcements singular to 
WWIC, members were taken aback to hear our 
dear sister member Alyce Williamson had taken 
a spill so bad it had prevented her from attending 

the meeting.  The book group meets February 23, 
reading either M Train or Just Kids. Routine 
announcements proceeded by Altha Humphrey 
(Knit ón Such), Karen Buchanan (Storytelling at 
Kaleidescope), Kathe Kiehn (Masquers), Anne 
Brussock (Bible Study), Margaret Jordan 
(PRNC). One important development shared is 
an expected increased police presence, including 
walking through the Point. [As TPIT 
correspondent, I am regularly amazed at the 
breadth of issues touched by WWIC members 
overall.] 

Contrasting with Februaryôs theme in red, 
March tables turned green in honor of that other 
(secularly popular) saint, Patrick. Green 
tablecloths, clovers strewn atop, napkins with 
multi-colored leaves of clover were 
complimented with green plastic cutlery, (lucky) 
gold (covered chocolate) coins, giant white and 
yellow daisies, finished off with a variety of table 
toppers. A good many members remembered to 
dress accordingly and were sporting various 
shades of bright green. 

 
President Linda Newton opened the meeting and 
thanked hostesses Pat Pearson (head), Deborah 
Wilkinson and Lynn Clifford; and another 
round of applause was offered to Diane Hirano 
for getting the chairs and large tables moved, set 
up and ready for lunch.  March birthday honorees 
include Deborah Haley (3rd), Betty Ann Barnett 
(10th) and Kathe Kiehn (12th). February 
celebrant Anne Brussock-Roth (2nd) was 
honored, having been overlooked at the February 
meeting. 

 
There was a full house to hear guest speaker 
Nancy Burns of Body Wisdom talk about how to 
keep on moving. After much pressing business 
was discussed, the meeting adjourned with 
reminders of the election in April, and fundraiser 
in May.  

WWIC  Est. 1908 

News from the Womens Westside Improvement Club by Norma Wallace  
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Early Minutes of the Womenôs 

Westside Improvement Club 

Itôs amazing whatôs in the WWIC minutes!  They date back to July 1908 when the Club started.  The ladies met 

weekly.  In the first six months they set projects in motion that we enjoy to this day:  a statue a Washington and Park 

Place, a large drinking fountain, a park next to the Baptist Church, and the establishment of a reading room where 

the city hall had been in Mr. Crichettôs place.  Even the names are historical.  These minutes are a priceless treasure 

of Point Richmondôs history.                                                                           -Linda Newton, President 

August 11, 1908 
 
The Womens Westside Improvement Club 

met at Curryôs Hall. 
The meeting was called to order by the 

president Mrs. Nellie Adams. 
The roll call of officers resulted in all being 

present except the Finance Com. Mrs. Geo. 
Garrard, Mrs. Lang & Mrs. Jones and Executive 
Com. Mrs. Windrum, Mrs. Arnold and Mrs. 
Niedecker. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 

The petitions of membership of Mrs. Geo. 
Olds and Mrs. L.D. Dirruad were read and Mrs. 
Jenkins, Mrs. Lucas and Mrs. Cowan were 
appointed on the investigating committee. 

Mrs. Hopkins reported she had the tickets 
and the window cards for the Ball. 

Mrs. Eaton was appointed on the 
refreshment committee in place of Mrs. Gibbons. 

It was moved and carried that the Ball last 
until the hour of 1 oôclock. 

Mrs. Delp and Mrs. Dimick were appointed 
to assist in the distribution of the tickets. 

It was moved and carried the we petition the 
Water Co. to blow a whistle at least 30 minutes 
before the water is turned off.  Mrs. McHenry, 

Mrs. Cowan and Mrs. Peard were appointed a 
committee to interview the Water Co. 

The same committee were appointed to see 
Mr. Futter about placing a fountain at the 
intersection of Washington Ave. and Park Place. 

It was moved and carried that a committee 
be appointed to interview the people of the M. E. 
Church about placing a drinking fountain at the 
corner of the M. E. Church.  Mrs. Marsh, Mrs. 
Goode and Mrs. Gibbons were appointed on that 
committee. 

It was moved and carried that the club send 
a petition to the town Board of Trustees asking 
them to pass and ordinance making it a 
misdemeanor for a person to pick flowers or in 
any way molest the yards of the people of 
Richmond. 

 
 Receipts $9.00 
 
There being no further business to come 

before the club adjourned to meet Tues. August 
18, 1908. 

 
Mrs. Geo. W. Topping, Sec. 

 

 . 

When the people fear the government, there is tyranny.  

When the government fears the people, there is liberty.  

                                               ~~ Thomas Jefferson 

Mid 
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On Tuesday, March 8, facilities 
supervisors at historic Masquers Playhouse in 
Point Richmond, CA, discovered major damage 
to the theaterôs primary interior support 
structure. An immediate investigation 
determined that the theater should not be 
reopened to the general public until its structural 
integrity is restored. By all current indications, 
this process will take months on end. 

 With audience safety in mind, a tandem 
meeting of the Masquers Playhouse Board of 
Directors and Administrative Staff decided that 
the best course of action was to cancel all 
productions for the remainder of the 2016 
season and shutter the theater until repairs are 
complete. 

 The extent of the damage should be 
known within a month, once structural 
engineers have had a chance to inspect and 
report on it, as well as what measures ð 
monetary and otherwise ð will be required to 
fix it. It will be no small task. 

 The Masquers was established in 1955 to 

produce affordable plays and other live 
theatrical events for the entertainment and 
cultural enhancement of the greater Bay Area. 
For its entire history, the group has been staffed 
and run completely on a volunteer basis. 

 In 1959, The Masquers moved into the 
Village Playhouse at 105 Park Place in Point 
Richmond. Their first production went up there 
in 1960, and in 1961, the theater was officially 
renamed Masquers Playhouse. In the ensuing 57 
years, Masquers has tackled nearly 400 
productions, large and tiny, musical and 
nonmusical, dramatic and light. Theyôve been 
recognized by Congress, and theyôve won 
accolades and awards for the quality of their 
work and for the longevity of the organization. 

 In recent years, the work produced by the 
Masquers has continued to garner praise and 
awards. Like many small theaters throughout 
the Bay Area, it has weathered financial 
challenges. ñWeôre not a facility with a lot of 
wealthy backers or an endowment, like some of 
the larger theaters in this area,ò said Masquers 

Managing Director Robert 
Love. ñWeôre an 88-seat 
community theater and an all-
volunteer organization. Our 
total annual operating budget is 
equal to one tenth of a single 
show budget at the Berkeley 
Rep.ò 
 This highlights the seriousness 
of the current situation. As 
Masquers mounts its rebuilding 
effort, any and all help is 
sought and appreciated. Tax-
deductible donations are being 
accepted at www.masquers.org, 
and benefactors who wish to do 
more are encouraged to email 
rebuild@masquers.org. 
  

Masquers Playhouse Suspends Operations 

to Make Major Repairs  
 

Peter Budinger (510) 712-0291 or peter@tremendo.org  


